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DOCUMENTS 

Letters of Toussaint Louverture and of Edward Stevens, 
1798-1800. 

The following body of documents will show how richly history 
is sometimes illustrated by the consular despatches preserved at the 
Department of State in Washington. In some cases, where a con- 
sular district has since been made a part of the United States, its 
history has become in the fullest sense a portion of United States 
history, and the despatches of our consuls at New Orleans, Gal- 
veston, or Monterey are to be correspondingly valued. There are 
other instances where, by the intention of the government or be- 
cause of the absence of any higher representative of the United 
States, a consul has been obliged to assume quasi-diplomatic func- 
tions, and where consequently his observations and reports of action 
are important materials for American diplomatic history. 

There are two reasons for valuing the letters of Edward Stevens 
herewith presented. In the first place, they give a vivid narration, 
written by an observer having uncommon ability, of the steps by 
which Toussaint Louverture rose to supreme power and indepen- 
dence of France. In this respect the letters may be left to tell their 
own story. It is a portion of a great and moving drama, more 
familiar to our great-grandfathers, who remembered Santo Domingo 
as the richest of all colonies, than to a generation to which the 
present island is insignificant. In the second place, the letters of 
Edward Stevens exhibit the manner in which the government of 
the United States dealt with an important crisis in its early 
diplomatic history. Mr. Henry Adams, in some of the best chap- 
ters of the most brilliant of American historical works, has shown 
how intimately the history of the United States was from 1798 to 
1803 involved with the fate of the most unhappy of islands. In 
the first part of that period Edward Stevens was the chief instru- 
ment of American diplomacy there. 

The series opens with a letter of Toussaint to President Adams, 
of November 6, 1798. Eighteen months before, the Directory had 
made him general-in-chief, with military command over the whole 
colony. On June 13, 1798, Congress, under the pressure of French 
aggression, had passed an act suspending commercial relations with 
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France and her dependencies. How hard this bore on Santo Do- 
mingo, and on Toussaint in his struggles with rivals like Rigaud, 
may be seen by the step he took in writing this letter of 16 Brumaire 
an VII. It had apparently not been received when, November 30, 
1798, Secretary Pickering, writing to Mayer, consul at Cap Frangais 
(the present Cap Haytien), called his attention in a significant 
manner to the fact that the prohibition of trade expressed in the act 
of June 13 had been limited to places under the acknowledged power 
of France, and added the suggestion that, in consequence, if the 
inhabitants of Santo Domingo had ceased to acknowledge that 
power there existed no necessary barrier to the renewal of 
commerce. 

Toussaint repeated his advances in a letter to Adams of 17 
Ventose an VII. (March-7, 1799). Meantime however Congress 
had passed the act of February 9, 1799, which left it in the dis- 
creation of the President to open the Santo Domingo trade by pro- 
clamation whenever satisfied that the period of spoliations had ended ; 
Pickering wrote Toussaint, March 4, that it would be thrown open 
if the depredations of privateers in the neighborhood of the island 
should absolutely cease; joint policy with Great Britain was ar- 
ranged between the Cabinet at Philadelphia and General Maitland 
on his way out to the West Indies; and Edward Stevens was sent 
out as consul-general, with diplomatic powers shaped in accord- 
ance with a policy which separated Toussaint from France, enabled 
him to crush Rigaud, and aided him toward ultimate independence. 

Edward Stevens was a man of great intelligence and ability. 
A native of the West Indies, married to the daughter of the Danish 
governor of Santa Cruz, he had long resided in the islands, and 
understood French. In some manner not now distinctly traceable, 
he was closely related to Hamilton. In a memorandum written in 
1822, 1 Pickering says, after speaking of the determination to send 
out to Santo Domingo in 1799 an agent in the character of consul- 
general : " from my inquiries concerning Dr. Stevens, then in Phila- 
delphia, he appeared in all respects singularly qualified for the 
office. ... At the first glance, I was struck with the extraordinary 
similitude of his and General Hamilton's faces. . . . When young 
children, they lived together in the family of the father of Stevens, 
and were sent together to New York for their education." It will 
perhaps be remembered that Hamilton's precocious first letter, 
" Dear Neddy ", etc., 2 was addressed to him. 

Stevens's mission ended soon after the date of the last of the 

1 Lodge, Alexander Hamilton, p. 291. 

2 Works of Alexander Hamilton, ed. J. C. Hamilton, I. 1-2. 
AM. HIST. REV., VOL. XVI. — 5. 
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letters here printed. 3 In a letter dated May 31, 1800, he had asked 
for his recall on account of ill-health. Jefferson sent out Tobias 
Lear in his place. But the treaty of Morfontaine and the new rela- 
tions with the First Consul had wholly altered the situation, and 
Toussaint Louverture proceeded to his doom without further 
assistance from the United States. 

Of the letters here printed, the first eight (two of Toussaint, six 
of Stevens) are in "Consular Letters, Cape Haytien, vol. I.", the 
remaining eleven (of Stevens) in vol. II. of the same. 

I. Toussaint Louverture to President John Adams, November 6, 1798. 

Liberie. Sgalite. 

Toussaint Louverture, 

General en chef de l'Armee de Saint Domingue, 

A Monsieur Adams, President du Congres 

des fitats-unis d'Amerique. 

Monsieur Le President, 

C'est avec la plus grande Surpise et la peine la plus sensible que je 
vois les navires de votre nation abandonner, depuis quelque terns, les 
ports de St. Domingue ; renoncer, par la, a toute espece de relations 
Commerciales avec nous et ne plus nous porter, en echange de nos riches 
productions, les denrees et commestibles du cru du Continent. 

Je ne sais point, je ne chercherai pas meme a penetrer quels sont les 
motifs qui ont pu porter les Citoyens des Etats-unis e ce raffroidissement 
pour les Colonies franchises, je me bornerai uniquement a me concilier 
avec vous sur les moyens propres a retablir la navigation et a faire 
arriver dans nos ports le pavilion Americain. II est de son interet, 
autant que du notre, d'etendre son Commerce: II ne dependra pas de 
moi, soyes en bien convaincu, d'y contribuer. 

Si les intentions du Congre ou les votres etaient de changer quelque 
chose aux dispositions qui auraient pu etre prises a cet egard et que 
j 'ignore; S'il s'agit de faire respecter la Neutralite et de maintenir la 
bonne Armonie qui a toujours existe entre la Republique franqaise et 
les Etats-unis d'Amerique; Sil sagit de faire executer les Traites entre 
les deux Republiques, vous poures etre assure, Monsieur, que les Ameri- 
cains trouveront dans les ports de la Republique a St. Domingue protec- 
tion et Surete; que le Pavilion des Etats unis y sera respecte comme 
celui d'une puissance Amie et Alliee de la f ranee ; que les ordres seront 
donnes pour qu'il le soit par nos Corsaires en croisiere; que je faciliterai, 
par tous les moyens qui sont en mon pouvoir, leur prompt retour dans 
leur patrie et qu'ils Seront exactement payes des cargaisons qu'ils nous 
apporterons. 

Si la promesse que je vous fais, Monsieur, de proteger les Batimens 
de votre nation qui se rendront dans les ports de la Republique franqaise 
en cette Colonie, peut les decider a y venir encore, je me feliciterai d'y 
avoir contribue et d' avoir retabli entre le Continant et la Colonie de St. 

* The correspondence between Jefferson, Madison, and Gallatin in 1804 shows 
much deliberation as to his claim for expenses. 
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Domingue ces relations qui, pour l'interet des deux Republiques, n'au- 
raient jamais du etre Suspendues un seul instant. 
Recever l'assurance de ma parfaite consideration. 

Toussaint Louverture. 
Au Cap franchise le i6 e Brumaire 
An 7 e de la Republique franchise, 
une et indivisible. 

II. Edward Stevens to Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State. 

Cape Francois 3d May 1799 
Sir 

I avail myself of the earliest opportunity to inform you that I landed 
in this City on the 18th ultimo. The particular Agent of the Executive 
Directory* was in Town, but the General in Chief 5 had returned to 
Gonaives three days before my arrival on very urgent Business. 

As nothing could be done without his sanction, and I deemed it 
essential to the Interests of the United States to commence my Nego- 
tiation without delay, I thought it prudent to write him the annexed 
letter (No. 1), and expressed myself in strong terms to hasten his return 
to the seat of Government. He answered it immediately (No. 2) and 
arrived at the Cape the next morning. I had an interview with him 
directly and explained at full length, the friendly disposition of the 
American Government towards this Colony, and the Conditions on which 
it was desirous of renewing the commercial intercourse between the two 
Countries. 

He received me very favorably — expressed much satisfaction, at the 
attention which had been paid to his letter by the Executive of the 
United States, and seemed particularly pleased, with the Presidents hu- 
mane Permission to afford a temporary supply to the Colony, at a 
moment when it was reduced to the extremest Distress, by a total want 
of all the articles usually imported from America. We waited on the 
particular Agent together, and after some Discussion it was agreed, that, 
a proclamation should be published immediately in which the essential 
points required by the Government of the United States should be 
acceded to. The next morning I received a copy of the intended Pro- 
clamation accompanied with a note (No. 3) from the Secretary of the 
Agency. Upon perusing this instrument, I found it totally inadmissible. 
The regulations respecting Privateers, were not sufficiently strong to 
repress their Depredations and the Language in which it was written 
was too loose and ambiguous. I therefore thought it best to state my 
objections in writing. I also added in plain, and precise Terms, the 
several concessions, without which it was impossible, the Ports of 
America could be opened. In the interview wch. succeeded this com- 
munication, the subject of the Arrete was very minutely discussed. I 
endeavored as well as I was able, to obviate all the Objections, which 
were urged by the particular Agent, against the terms required by the- 
Government of the United States. In this attempt I met with powerful' 
support, from the General in Chief. His penetration and good sense,, 
enabled him to see the Justice and Propriety of the President's Demands,, 

* Citizen Roume, who was nominally at the head of the civil administration.. 
5 Toussaint Louverture, whose power was nominally confined to the military 
administration. 
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and after a very lengthy conversation, the particular Agent, himself, was 
convinced that nothing was asked, but what was conducive to the pros- 
perity of the Colony. The enclosed Arrete was then drawn up, with 
the entire approbation of this Government. Some parts of it were still 
contrary to my Wishes, and I should never have consented to the Publi- 
cation of it, had I not received the most solemn Assurances that what 
was offensive should not be strictly insisted on. I am happy to announce 
to you, Sir, that these Assurances have been since complied with, as I 
shall have an opportunity of shewing you in the course of the Remarks 
which I shall now proceed to make on this Proclamation. 

The Preamble appears to be unexceptionable. It contains nothing 
more than some well grounded Reasons which have induced the Govern- 
ment of St. Domingo to enact the Laws which follow. The commencing 
paragraph of the first Article was necessary, as the Arrete of the Execu- 
tive Directory of the 13 Thermidor" had never been published in this 
Colony tho' I had received a copy of it from the particular Agent him- 
self in the month of October 1798, when he was Commissary at Santo 
Domingo. The subsequent parts of it, are strictly conformable to the 
Wishes of the President. It forbids any Commissions to be granted in 
future, except by the particular Agent of the Directory, — it annulls all 
Commissions hitherto granted, and requires them, to be delivered back 
to the Agency; in failure of which the Holders of them shall be declared 
Pirates ; — it provides for the Security of the Persons and Property of 
American Citizens, and other Neuters, and expressly forbids the Admin- 
istration, to take any Part of their Cargos, without previously obtaining 
the consent of the Captains and Super-Cargoes, as well with regard to 
the Price, as to the mode of payment. I objected to this article, " that 
calling in the Privateers would be attended with very little Advantage, 
if their Commissions were to be renewed ". To which it was observed 
" that it was not meant to renew their Commissions. That sound policy 
demanded that the Captains of Privateers should still entertain a hope 
of obtaining fresh Commissions, in order to induce them to surrender 
their former cnes. That otherways they might continue to cruize under 
their old Commissions, and do much mischief to those defenceless Vessels 
that might fall in their way ". The strongest assurances, were at the 
same time given me, " that in proportion as the Privateers came in, they 
should be laid up ". 

I have no doubt, but that this promise will be complied with. It has 
been partly fulfilled already, as all the French Merchant Vessels, belong- 
ing to this port, that had Guns on board for their defence, without being 
furnished with Commissions, have been compelled to land their Arms, 
before they could be cleared out. 

It has also given me much pleasure, to observe that since my arrival 
no American Cargo has been taken by the Administration before a 
regular Bargain has been made with the Owners. You may therefore 
consider the American Commerce in future, as perfectly secure against 
the Depredations of French Privateers from this place, and the vexa- 
tions of the Administration, notwithstanding anything that may appear 
to the contrary in the Arrete. It is needless to make any Remarks on 
the 2d. Article. As there are to be no more Privateers all the Regula- 

In the second paragraph below, 13 Thermidor an III. is indicated; but the 
Executive Directory did not begin the exercise of its functions till 11 Brumaire 
an IV. 
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tions respecting them are useless. The essential point being tacitly 
obtained, and the Government thinking it prudent still, to publish these 
Regulations, for the reasons I have already mentioned, I thought it 
injudicious to cavil much about them. I beg leave only to assure the 
President, that I firmly beleive this Government will grant no new Com- 
missions. To his wisdom and prudence I must leave it to determine, 
whether after such a solemn assurance, he will think himself authorised 
to open the ports.' It may not be amiss here, to observe that even tho' 
Privateers (contrary to all expectation) should be still authorized to 
Cruize, yet there is nothing in the Laws of the 13 Thermidor of the 
3d. year, and 3d. Brumaire of the 4th. year, 8 which permits their 
depredations on neutral property. The first gives them permission to 
arm against the Enemies of France only, and the second regards merely 
the Division of their prizes. All other Laws of the Directory author- 
ising Incursions on Neutral Property are by this article annulled, as far 
as they regard the Privateers of St Domingo. I have enclosed for the 
Presidents perusal the two Laws alluded to, together with the Letter 
(No. 5) that accompanied them from the Secretary of the Agency. 

The 3d. Article permits the Merchant Vessels and Ships of War of 
the United States, to enter the Ports of this Island, whenever they 
please, and warrants them protection. 

The 4th. Article annuls all former Decrees of the Agency of St. 
Domingo, which are contrary to the true meaning of the present Act. 

What I have said relative to the 2d. Article may serve as a comment 
on the 5th. I will only add one observation. I was apprehensive that 
the Privateers, who are now on their Cruize, might endeaver to elude 
the Law, by carrying into unfrequented Ports, and plundering all Vessels 
they might take during the 30 days, within which they are obliged to 
deliver their Commissions. I therefore thot. it prudent to insist upon 
the Penalty being encreased, should an infraction of the Law be 
committed. 

By the 6th Article all American Vessels taken after the Publication 
of this Law, shall be immediately restored without being entitled to 
Damages. After the expiration of 30 days, all vessels, that shall be 
taken, are not only to be restored, but the Owners of them shall be 
indemnified. The first Paragraph of this article indeed, appeared to me 
to be inadmissible. You will observe by the letter (No. 4) which I 
received from the particular Agent on this Business, that I endeavored 
to have it expunged. But after much Debate they consented that all 
vessels, which were at that moment on Trial should be released provided 
the Article remained. They thought it best however (to prevent a great 
deal of clamor, among the Owners of Privateers, who had been author- 
ised to take prizes) that this acquittal should be the Act of the Tribunals, 
before whom the Prizes were tried. It might otherwise seem an 
arbitrary stretch of Power, that would give a great deal of discontent. 

From the most accurate investigation I could make at the moment, 
there were only 4 Vessels in the ports of this Island considered as prizes. 
Those were at the Mole. 9 Two of them had been unfortunately con- 

' As authorized by the act of February 9, 1799. Adams's proclamation, which 
followed on June 26, 1799, may be seen in Richardson, Messages and Papers, I. 
288. 

8 See note 6. 

"Mole St. Nicolas. 
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demned the day before, and the Captain of the Privateer had gone off 
with a copy of the Condemnation. 

I immediately obtained an order addressed to the commanding Officer 
at the Mole to stop all proceedings against the Vessels; an Appeal was 
made to the civil Tribunal, and the acquittal will positively take place 
tomorrow. The other two were acquitted instantly." Thus you may 
observe Sir, that this part of the article has had no influence on the 
determinations of the Tribunals. 

The 6th. 7th. and 8th. Articles were necessary, not only as a remark 
of Respect to the Government of the United States, but in order to give 
more security and weight to its Public Officers. With respect to the 
Power of judging of the validity of Securities offered to the Owners of 
Privateers, it is of no consequence. 

As no Commissions will be granted, there will be nothing to do in 
that Business. The 9th. and 10th. Articles are customary additions to 
all public Acts. 

I trust, Sir, that after a careful perusal of the Arrete, and the few 
Brief Remarks I have made on it, you will find that all the essential 
points contained in your Instructions to me are complied with. 

1st. The most effectual Means have been used to call in the Priva- 
teers of this Colony, and annul their Commissions. And I can assure 
you, with Confidence, that methods equally effectual, will be taken to 
prevent them from being renewed. 

2nd. The property of the Citizens of the United States will no 
longer be liable to be seized by the Government. Both that, and their 
persons, will in future be considered as sacred, and all their transac- 
tions, with the Administration, be conducted on the principles of Equity, 
and by mutual consent. 

3rd. The armed Vessels of the United States, both public, and pri- 
vate, as well as mere Merchant Vessels, will be permitted freely to enter 
the Ports of the Island to victual, water and refit, and will in all 
Respects be received, and treated as Friends. 

4th. All Vessels belonging to the United States, captured and car- 
ried into the ports of St. Domingo after the publication of the Arrete, 
will be immediately released. Should they be captured after 30 days 
from its being made public, they will not only be released, but the pro- 
prietors of them entitled to Damages; 

I wished to have a clause inserted in this Proclamation by which 
advantages equal to those allowed to the Commerce of any other nation 
should be secured to the Citizens of the United States. But reflecting 
more maturely on the subject, I found it was unnecessary. All nations 
(except the French) have hitherto been on the same footing here, 
respecting the rates of Duties on Exports and Imports. The most 
tyrannical administrations, have never attempted to make any Innova- 
tions in the regulations of the Custom House. I therefore did not insist 
on the Insertion of this article after being positively assured that no 
change should take place, to the prejudice of America, in the rules which 
at present exist respecting the Commerce of Strangers. 

10 " The Vessels above alluded to were vizt. 

The Brig Rebecca of Boston, Capt. John Wardell 

The Schooner Sophia of Newbern, Capt. Stephen Minor 

The Brig Delaware of Baltimore, Capt. John White 

The Sloop Franklin of Newfield, Capt. John Howland." (Note in original.) 
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If however Sir you should deem it absolutely necessary to publish 
such a regulation, you need only mention it to me, and I am sure it will 
be immediately complied with. 

I urged very strongly the necessity of excluding from the ports of 
St. Domingo all French armed Vessels commissioned elsewhere; but it 
was thought impolitic to insert such an article in a public Instrument, 
which allowed a permission of entering these Ports, to the armed Ves- 
sels of America. There was no hesitation however in privately grant- 
ing what I desired. Orders have in consequence been given to suffer 
no French armed Vessel, to come into the Ports of the Colony except 
under Circumstances, which would induce any civilized Nation, to 
afford them an Asylum, such as stress of weather, want of Provisions 
etc. etc. etc. And it is stipulated, that even in such circumstances, they 
shall not remain in Port a moment longer, than is necessary, and that 
great care shall be taken to prevent them from doing any mischief to 
neutral Commerce. When you add to these Regulations that the Island 
will be pretty closely invested both by British and American armed 
Vessels, and that our Merchant Vessels, which will be continually going 
in, and coming out of its ports, will also be armed, I beleive you will 
coincide with me in opinion that there is not much to dread in future 
from French Privateers, commissioned elsewhere. 

I have thus Sir endeavored to explain such parts of this Proclama- 
tion as appeared contrary to the views of the President. I have taken 
much pains to penetrate and discover the Intentions of the Government 
respecting the Commerce of America. From all I have been able to 
collect, I think I can assure you, that " the Depredations, Aggressions, 
and Hostilities, which occasioned the Restraints and Prohibitions of 
commercial intercourse between this Colony, and the United States ", a 
will not continue in future and that the Trade may of course be renewed 
with the utmost safety. For the wisdom and prudence of the President, 
it must be left to determine, whether it is " expedient and for the inter- 
ests of America ", 12 to renew the Commerce. Should he think proper to 
open the ports, I must beg leave to remark to you, that it is the wish of 
the General and chief, that the President would confine the permission of 
trading to this Island, to the Ports included between Monte Christi on 
the North and Petit Goave on the West, for the present. 

This District is under the immediate Control of General Toussaint, 
and he will be responsible for every-thing that happens to American 
Vessels trading to the different ports contained in it. 

From Petit Goave on the West, round Tiberoon to Jackamel 13 on 
the South, is governed at present by Rigaud, and tho' he is subordinate 
in command to the General in Chief, yet the latter will not answer for 
any Vessels, that may go to his Ports. For these and other political 
reasons, he is desirous that no American Vessels, should go to the south 
side of this Island. He indeed wished at first to restrict the Trade to 
the Cape," and Port au Prince, but upon observing to him that this 
Restraint would be displeasing to the Government of the United States, 
he consented to leave it to the Discretion of the President, to open all, 
or as many of the Ports, as he thought proper, included in the limits I 

11 Partially a quotation from the non-intercourse act of June 13, 1798. 
"Partially a quotation from the non-intercourse act of February 9, 1799. 
13 Cape Tiburon ; Jacmel. 
14 Cap Frangais. 
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have mentioned. If you cast your Eyes upon a Map of the Island, Sir, 
you will observe, that from Monte Christi, to Petit Goave, a great 
number of very rich Ports are included, such as Fort Dauphin, the Cape, 
Port paix, the Gonaives, St. Marc, L'Arcahaye, Leogane, Port au Prince 
etc. etc. The General in Chief hopes, that in a very short time, he will 
be able to answer for the Ports on the South, with as much certainty, 
as for those on the North and West, and that in the mean Time, he will 
give such Proofs of his attention to the American Trade, as will induce 
the President to open these Ports, at his request. 

In consequence of the Privileges granted in the Arrete, and the 
private assurances given me that what I had required in addition, and 
which Policy forbad the Government to publish, should also be com- 
plied with, I have given the General in Chief reason to beleive, that the 
President would open the Ports. 

I beg leave to add an observation to shew, that the Renewal of the 
Commerce has now become not only an act of Policy, but also a measure 
of necessity. Notwithstanding the rigorous Laws enacted in America, 
to prevent Vessels from sailing to French ports, and the Vigilance of 
American Cruizers, the Flag of the United States is seen as frequently 
in every part of this Colony, as it was before the prohibiting Act was 
passed. 

Several Mercantile Houses in America, regardless of the interests 
of their Country, have carried on a clandestine Trade with St. Domingo. 
My arrival has disconcerted them, and put a stop, to one of the most 
iniquitous attempts to frustrate the intentions of the American Govern- 
ment, that perhaps was ever formed. This I shall detail to you at full 
length in a future Letter. 

From these considerations, Sir, I do not hesitate to pronounce it for 
the interests of America, that the Ports should be opened. Before this 
takes place however it is necessary to attend seriously to one circum- 
stance, which is of the utmost importance. It has been publickly an- 
nounced in America, that Great Britain wishes to participate in the 
Trade to this Colony. 

If it is true, some immediate and amicable Arrangement should be 
made between that Country, and the Government of the United States. 
Otherwise the American Commerce will be liable to as much Interrup- 
tion, after the ports are opened, as it has been during the operation of 
the restraining Acts. Letters from the British Minister at Philadelphia, 
to the Government of Jamaico, and Admiral Sir Hyde Parker,' 3 contain- 
ing any arrangements that may be made, will be of great service. I beg 
leave Sir, to repeat, that I think the Commerce may be renewed with 
safety, as far as it respects the Conduct of this Government, and that if 
the President should deem it expedient to open the ports, it is for the 
interests of America, that this should be done as quickly as possible. 

I have the honor to be, 

With great Respect and Esteem 

Sir, 
Your most obedt. Servt. 

Edward Stevens. 
The Secretary of State. 

,s Commander-in-chief on the Jamaica station. 
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[Endorsed:] Edwd. Stevens Esq. May 3. 1799. 

reed. May 26. 
Duplicate original reed. May 25. 16 



III. Edward Stevens to Brigadier-General Maitland." 

(Copy.) 

Gonaives May 23rd. 1799. 
Sir 

During my Residence at the Cape, last Year, I was informed by a 
black Chief in the Confidence of Gen : Hedouville, 8 that the Agency of 
Saint Domingo had received positive Orders from the Executive Direc- 
tory to invade both the Southern States of America and the Island of 
Jamaica. Gen : Toussaint was consulted on the best Mode of making 
the Attack, but having enter'd into a Convention with you to refrain 
from all military Expeditions against Jamaica he strenuously opposed 
this Invasion. Finding that Toussaint was inflexible, Hedouville turned 
his Attention towards Rigaud, whom he nominated to carry this Busi- 
ness into Execution. His sudden and unexpected Departure, however, 
put an immediate Stop to the Preparations which had been commenced. 
Toussaint was firm in his Opposition, and Rigaud was afraid of dis- 
obeying him. But the repeated Orders of the Directory have lately 
made Rigaud more bold. A Duplicate of the Plan for the Invasion of 
Jamaica was sent to this Colony in the Month of Jany :, by the f rench 
Frigate La Vestale. A Triplicate was also reed: in Feby: by a small 
Schooner that sail'd last Year from the Cape with Barney and Gen: 
Vautrin. Thus it appears that the Attack of Jamaica is a favourite 
Measure of the Directory, and Rigaud (to acquire their Confidence) 
has, at length, disclaimed the Authority of Toussaint, and is, at this 
Instant, busily employed in levying Troops for the Purpose. He is, 
at present, at the Head of 10,000 Men, and has sent down a white 
Emissary to excite the Negroes in Jamaica to revolt, and be ready to 
join him at his Arrival. Toussaint is determined to prevent this Expe- 
dition, in Conformity to his Treaty with you. He has forbidden Rigaud 
to continue his Preparations, and is resolv'd to march against him and 
reduce him to Obedience. I have taken the Liberty of communicating 
these Facts to you, Sir, because they are important. As you are going 
to Jamaica I beg Leave to submit to your Consideration whether it would 
not be proper to lay them before Lord Balcarres 19 and Admiral Sir Hyde 
Parker. It may possibly suggest to the former the Advantage of 

19 In a letter of June i, replying to this, Pickering declared to Stevens that it 
would be impossible to make use of Toussaint's private assurances, and that some- 
thing more formal must be obtained. 

17 Brigadier-General Sir Thomas Maitland, who had commanded British 
forces in Santo Domingo since 1797. Earlier in this spring, in conference with 
the Cabinet at Philadelphia, he had arranged a joint policy for Great Britain and 
the United States in the island. For the terms of this agreement, see Works of 
John Adams, VIII. 639. 

18 General Hedouville, " the pacificator of the West " of France, had lately 
visited Santo Domingo in an ineffectual endeavor to bring Toussaint, Rigaud, and 
other black and mulatto chiefs, into a real subordination to the Directory. 

19 Governor of Jamaica. 
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making such internal Regulations as the present Exigency may require, 
for the Safety of the Colony under his Command; and to the latter the 
Propriety of more closely investing the southern Part of St : Domingo. 
Such Measures would essentially cooperate with Toussaint in preventing 
the Blow which Rigaud meditates, and which might, otherwise, prove 
fatal to the Island of Jamaica. I have the Honor to be with great 
Respect and Esteem, 

Sir 
Your most obed: Hum: Servt. 
E. Stevens 
The Hon: 

Brigadier General Maitland 

On Board his Majesty's Ship 
Camilla 

IV. Stevens to Secretary Pickering. 

L'Arcahaye June 23rd: 1799. 
Sir 

I had the Honor of receiving your Dispatch No: 3 from General 
Maitland, on the 13th: Inst:. That Gentleman found it in the Hands 
of Mr. Wigglesworth at Jamaica, and was kind enough to bring it up in 
the Camilla. Anticipating his Arrival I was waiting for him at St : 
Marcs with Gen : Toussaint, and, as soon as it was announced to us that 
he had anchored at L'Arcahaye, we set out to join him. All the pre- 
liminary Arrangements being made before Gen: Maitland's Departure 
from Gonaives, and having had full Leisure to converse with Gen: 
Toussaint, respecting the Regulations for the coasting Trade, I found 
no Difficulty in obtaining every Thing we wished on that Subject. 
Nothing more was necessary than to have the projected Alterations 
inserted, and to have the Papers copied and signed, in order to conclude 
the Negociation finally. 

I now have the Honor of transmitting you a Copy of this secret Con- 
vention, 20 together with the Regulations for the coasting Trade. You 
will observe, Sir, that they do not differ materially from the temporary 
Agreement, which I enclosed you in my last Dispatches. The Clause 
which I deemed so essential to the Security of the Southern States of 
America is now inserted. The secret Assurance I obtained from Gen: 
Toussaint, "that no Privateers should in future be commissioned from 
this Island", has been formally avowed. Every essential Point con- 
tained in the Arrete respecting the Safety of American Commerce, is 
more amply detailed and confirmed. 

In Conformity to your Instructions I have cooperated with Gen: 
Maitland, as much as lay in my Power, to accomplish this important 
Business, and I hope that what has now been done will meet with the 
President's Approbation. 

As the Convention, however, is a secret one, it is perfectly under- 
stood, both by Gen: Toussaint and Gen: Maitland, that it is not to be 
made publick in America. The Publication of his former Treaty with 
the British, 21 and the numerous Paragraphs inserted in the english 

20 Secret convention of June 13, 1799, between Toussaint and Maitland. 

21 Presumably the arrangement made at the time of General Maitland's evacu- 
ation of Mole St. Nicolas, in October, 1798. 
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Papers relative to it, have materially injured Toussaint in this Colony. 
His Enemies have used it as a powerful Weapon against him, and he 
himself is so much displeased at this Want of Secrecy in the british 
Cabinet, that his Confidence in it is much diminished. And I am con- 
vinced he would never have renewed the Negociation with Gen: Mait- 
land, had not the latter been powerfully aided and supported by the 
Mediation of America. Tis the Publicity of this Instrument that pre- 
vents him from receiving Col: Grant. I urged this Matter as far as it 
was prudent, but finding the State of Politics in the Colony such that 
Gen: Toussaint could not admit him, at present, without disgusting his 
leading Chiefs, I thought it prudent to discontinue my Solicitations. Of 
my Zeal in this Business Gen: Maitland is well convinced, and he coin- 
cides with me in Opinion that it would not be politic to push it farther, 
at this critical Moment. I have, however, prevailed on Toussaint not to 
alter the first Arrangement, respecting the Colours of the British Ves- 
sels. They will be permitted to come in, and go out, as Flags of Truce, 
on Condition that they Wear no Colours in Port. 

It is of the utmost Consequence That all American Vessels trading 
to St: Domingo should be well acquainted with the Restrictions that 
have been agreed on between General Maitland and Toussaint. Any 
Infringement of these Regulations might render them liable to Capture 
and Confiscation, not only by british Cruisers, but even in the Ports of 
St : Domingo. Gen : Maitland has already written to Admiral Sir Hyde 
Parker and Lord Balcarras, at Jamaica ; to the Governor of the Bahama 
Islands, and also to the Governor of Bermuda. To all of these the 
Arrangements are made known, and it is perfectly understood that my 
Passeport alone shall be sufficient to protect all Vessels legally trading 
to this Island, until a British Agent can be admitted. Then the Passe- 
port must be a joint one. I shall request Gen: Maitland to write also 
to Admiral Harvey, on the Windward Island Station. It may not be 
amiss to obtain a Letter to him, likewise, from Mr: Liston. 22 By these 
means every Chance of interrupting the American Commerce will be 
prevented, and there will be no Risk in opening the Ports on the 1st: 
of August, as already stipulated. 

As Col: Grant will not be permitted to exercise his Functions as 
British Agent in St: Domingo, and Gen: Maitland could not fix upon 
a proper Person in Jamaica to supply his Place, he has warmly solicited 
me to superintend the English Commerce with this Colony, until some 
Resolution can be formed by Lord Balcarras on the Subject. Knowing 
the political and commercial Views of the two Governments to be simi- 
lar, as far as respects the Island of St: Domingo, and thinking that I 
might be instrumental in continuing that Harmony which now subsists 
between them, I readily assented. I shall continue to do every thing 
in my Power to protect the British Commerce here, as far as is con- 
sistent with the Interest of and my Duty to the United States. Should 
there be any Impropriety in my performing this temporary Service, I 
beg you, Sir, to acquaint me, and I will immediately relinquish it. 

I hinted to you in my last that the pressing Wants of Gen : Toussaint 
inclined me to consent to a small temporary Supply of Provisions being 
sent him from Jamaica. I assented to this Request the more readily 
as Gen : Maitland informed me that it was understood by the American 
Government, that it might be done, should it be necessary. The Per- 

22 British minister in the United States. 
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mission appeared to me to be essential at the Time it was granted, and 
the Occurrences that have since taken place convince me that I con- 
jectured right. Gen: Toussaint has, at this Moment, an Army of 12000 
Men in this Neighbourhood, and not a single Pound of Flour or Salt 
Provisions, to give them. The Supply from Jamaica is not yet arrived. 
He looks out for it with the utmost Anxiety. Should it be delayed much 
longer, all his Plans will be deranged, and the Prospect of a lucrative 
Commerce wt : which America has been flatter'd, will be entirely de- 
stroyed. Viewing the Matter in this Light, I thought it advantageous 
to the Interests of America to consent to the Supply, especially as it is 
intended entirely for the Use of Toussaint's Army, is small and limited, 
and will be consumed before the Ports are open'd, and, of course, will 
have no Influence on the Market. 

The Negociation of Gen: Maitland being brought to a Close, it 
appears to me, that Nothing is now wanting to ensure the Safety of the 
American Commerce. The Arrete published before his Arrival, and the 
Convention he has enter'd into with Gen : Toussaint contain every essen- 
tial Point which you directed me to insist upon, both in your original 
Instructions, and subsequent Letters. Should any Thing have escaped 
me or occur to you which may be deemed necessary to be obtained, you 
need only suggest it to me, Sir, and you may rely on my utmost Exer- 
tions to accomplish it. 

I have the Honor to be with great Esteem and Respect 

Sir 
Your most obed : Serv 4 : 
Edward Stevens 
The Hon : Timothy Pickering, 

etc : etc : etc : 
[Endorsed :] Dr. Edward Stevens 
L'Arcahaye, June 23. 1799. 
reed. Septr. 4th. 

With copy of secret convention 
between Genl. Maitland and Genl. 
Toussaint and copy of regulations 
for the coasting trade. 

V. Stevens to Pickering. 

LArcahaye June 24th. 1799. 
Dear Sir 

My Apprehensions of an immediate Rupture between the rival Chiefs 
of this Colony have been realised. Rigaud has actually commenced 
Hostilities and taken forcible Possession of petit and grand Goave, two 
Districts which formerly appertained to the Department of Toussaint. 
At the latter Place he is encamped with an Army of 4000 Men. Tous- 
saint is now at Leogane with 20,000. Rigaud's Army is well fed, well 
clothed, and well paid. The uninterrupted Trade he has carried on from 
the South with St: Thomas, the Continent of America, and The Island 
of Jamaica, has supplied him with Plenty of Provisions, Clotheing, and 
Ammunition. The arbitrary and oppressive Contributions he has levied 
from the Inhabitants of the South, and the Application of all the publick 
Revenue, for several Years past, to his own private Purposes, have given 
him a great Command of Money. His Infantry are well disciplined, 
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and his Cavalry the best in the Colony. The former consists of black 
Troops that have served under him since the Commencement of the 
Revolution, and a few of the Cultivators whom he has deceived and 
induced to espouse his Cause, by Misrepresentation and Bribery. The 
latter is composed entirely of Mullattoes. These are the best Horsemen 
in the Colony. From Indolence and Pride these People seldom travel 
on foot, and being accustomed to ride from their Infancy, they acquire 
a Facility of managing a Horse, which renders them superior to the 
Negroes. Add to this that they are allways much better mounted. — 
Toussaint's Army, on the contrary, is in want of every Thing. He has 
but little Ammunition, and few Military Stores. There is not, at pres- 
ent, a Barrel of Flour or Salt Provisions in this Port of the Island, and 
his Troops are but indiffirently clad. All these Circumstances have 
induced him, hitherto, to remain on the defensive, and have enabled 
Rigaud to gain ground. He is only waiting for the Supplies he mo- 
mently expects from Jamaica, to put his Forces in Motion and strike a 
vigorous Blow. When he commences his Operations the Contest will 
be but short. Toussaint has on his Side most of the Blacks, and all the 
Whites of the Colony. His humane and mild Conduct has render'd him 
respectable to the latter, and they now look up to him as their only 
Shield against the cruel Tyranny of Rigaud. When the latter had got 
Possession of Petit Goave, all the whites in Port au Prince rose in a 
Mass, and desired Permission to march against him ; but Toussaint 
objected to it, observing that they had already suffered Misfortunes 
enough by the Revolution, and that he had Men enough to finish the 
Contest, and protect them, without subjecting them again to the Horrors 
of War. Besides this decided Support of the Inhabitants in his Favor, 
Toussaint acts apparently under the Sanction of the french Republic, 
while the other is considered as a Rebel and Outlaw. All the public 
Acts of the Agent are in favor of Toussaint, and hostile to his Rival. 
In this Line of Conduct will Roume continue as long as he is invested 
with any public Authority. The fact is, that he dare not do otherwise. 
He is, at present, no better than a dignified Prisoner at the Cape, from 
whence he is not permitted to depart. Possessing only the Semblance 
of Power, he will be tolerated for a Time, as useful in signing such 
Edicts as Toussaint dictates, and giving an Appearance of Legality to 
his Proceedings. As soon as Rigaud falls, Roume will be sent off, and 
from that Moment the Power of the Directory will cease in this Colony. 
I hinted to you, some Time ago, my suspicion that Rigaud was privately 
supported by the french Government, from the cruel Policy of weak- 
ening both Mullattoes 23 and Negroes, by fomenting and keeping up a 
Contest between them. Every Day confirms me more in this Opinion, 
and I have now no doubt that the Agent is the secret and diabolical 
Instrument employed by them for this Purpose. He certainly is pri- 
vately in the Interests of Rigaud, and Toussaint seems well acquainted 
with this Fact. Policy, however, induces him to temporise. A few 
Days ago he wrote him a very severe Letter, which he read to me. He 
accuses him of Weakness, Indecision, and a criminal Neglect of his 
Duty, and imputes to him all the Misfortunes which the Colony has 
suffered since the Commencement of his Administration. He concludes 
with calling to his Recollection that he has requested him three several 

23 Rigaud, it will be remembered, was the chieftain of the mulattoes, Toussaint 
of the blacks. 
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Times to publish a Proclamation of Outlawry against Rigaud, that he 
repeats this Request, for the last Time, and nothing but his prompt 
Obedience will convince him that the Government stands in any further 
Need of his Services. I can readily anticipate the Result of this Man- 
date. Roume will publish the Proclamation, tho' reluctantly, and will 
then be suffered quietly to strut about the Government House in the 
Costume of Agency, until some Thing else is required of him. 

As I have mentioned the Capture of petit and grand Goave it may 
be proper to give you the Particulars of that Event. After having 
massacred most of the principal white Inhabitants of Aux Cayes, Jeremie 
and Miraguan, Rigaud marched against Petit Goave with 4000 Men. 
Toussaint had in this advanced Post only 700 Men, under the Command 
of General Laplume ; but these Men were part of a Brigade under the 
immediate Command of Christophe Momet, Commandant of Port au 
Prince. Formidable as his army was, the Officer who commanded for 
Rigaud, was afraid to attack Laplume openly. He, therefore, had Re- 
course to Stratagem. The Commander of the national Guard, who was 
a Mullattoe in the Interest of Rigaud, and deserted from Petit Goave 
on the first Appearance of his Friends, but afterwards affected to be 
sensible of his Error, and solicited Permission to return to his Duty. 
Laplume very imprudently consented to it, and suffered Mm and the 
Troop that had deserted with him, to come back to Petit Goave. Being 
in concert wt: the 700 Men who had been corrupted by Christophe 
Momet their Commander, and Pierre Louis Mason their Leiutenant 
Colonel (both Traitors, who have been since arrested and imprisoned) 
they took Possession of the Town in the Night, and murdered every 
Person they could find, without respect to Age or Sex. Laplume nar- 
rowly escaped being taken Prisoner. Some of the wretched Fugitives 
have arrived here in Canoes, and give a horrid Account of the Barbarity 
of these bloody Monsters. Since this Affair Laplume made an unex- 
pected Sally from Leogane, in two Columns, routed Rigaud's Troops, 
retook grand Goave, and drove them as far as Tapion, a Mountain in 
the neighbourhood of Petit Goave. Nothing more has yet been done. 
Toussaint's Position is very strong. Acul and Leogane are impreg- 
nable by any Force that Rigaud can bring against them, and as soon 
as the black Troops receive a Supply of Provisions and Stores they will 
push on to retake Petit Goave. The whole Force that Rigaud can 
bring into the Field is 5500 Men, and with these he has a large Extent 
of Coast to defend; while Toussaint can easily embody four Times trie 
Number. It is reported that Jackamel has been taken by a Party of 
Toussaint's Troops under the Command of General La Fortune, and 
Mademoiselle, and that Bauvais 24 has escaped to St: Thomas, but this 
Wants Confirmation. A great Number of Mullattoes have been taken 
up and imprisoned in this Village and other Parts of the Colony. The 
strictest Vigilance is observed in the Police thro' the whole Country, 
and great Care taken to arrest all suspected Persons. This is the actual 
State of Things. 

The Causes that have brought on this Contest are partly detailed in 
the Letters of Toussaint and the Agent which I enclose, and may be 
partly attributed to the Jealousy which naturally exists between two 

24 " Notwithstanding the favourable Terms in which Toussaint speaks of 
Bauvais in the pointed Letter I enclose you he has since discover'd him to be a 
Traitor and devoted to Rigaud." (Note in original.) 
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rival Chiefs, whose Theatre of Acting is limited. The one proud, 
haughty and cruel, and agitated by a restless Ambition, views with Im- 
patience a Negro at the Head of Affairs and in Possession of that 
Power, which he thinks is due alone to his superior Talents. The other 
more mild and humane thinks that the Interests of human Nature require 
this Man to be deposed, and that the Authority he himself possesses is 
justly merited by the Services he has render'd the Colony. Both wish 
to reign, but by different means, and with different Views. Rigaud 
would deluge the Country with Blood to accomplish this favourite Point, 
and slaughter indiscriminately whites, blacks, and even the leading Chiefs 
of his own Colour. The Acquisition of Power, with him, is only desir- 
able because it would enable him to indulge, without Restraint, his cruel 
and sanguinary Passions. Toussaint, on the contrary, is desirous of 
being confirmed in his Authority by the united Efforts of all the Inhabi- 
tants, whose Freind and Protector he wishes to be consider'd, and, I am 
convinced, were his Power uncontroled he wd: exercise it in protecting 
Commerce, encouraging Agriculture and establishing useful Regulations 
for the internal Government of the Colony. — 'Tho' the Dissension be- 
tween these Chiefs is of an old Date, and Rigaud has been long making 
Preparations to force the supreme Command from the Hands of Tous- 
saint, yet I do not imagine that the Explosion would have taken place 
so soon, had it not been for the Circumstances that have recently 
occurred. The Publication of Gen : Maitland's Treaty at the Mole, and 
the many injudicious Paragraphs that were inserted in the english. 
Papers gave an Air of Plausibility to a Tale, which Rigaud studiously 
propagated, that the Colony of St : Domingo was to be sold to the british. 
Government, and once more brought under the Yoke of Slavery. But 
when the Camilla appeared off the Cape and British Officers were seen 
landing in their Uniform, even the Freinds of Toussaint were stagger'd. 
Nor was the Story less confirmed, in Appearance, when the Frigate 
touched at the Mole, and anchor'd at Gonaives for several Days. The 
secret Conferences of Gen: Maitland with Toussaint at Decataux, ex- 
cited Suspicions in the Minds of the Cultivators, and added a Force to 
the Insinuations of his Enemies, which all the Efforts of his Freinds 
were unable to resist. Rigaud triumphantly appeals to these Facts in 
a Declamation he lately published against Toussaint. Mutiny, Desertion 
and Treachery were the immediate Effects of Rigaud's Intrigues and 
Toussaint' s unsuspicious Conduct. Several Bodys of his Troops deserted 
to the South, and a few subaltern Officers, whom he thought strongly 
attached to him, went off to his Rival. By vigorous and decided Meas- 
ures, however, he quieted these Disturbances, and every Thing was 
reduced to order when the Camilla again made her Appearance at 
LArcahaye, where she has continued from the nth: Inst: until this 
Day. The same Suspicions, the same Intrigues of his Enemies have 
been renewed, and 'tho' I beleive Toussaint will again suppress them, yet 
you would scarcely credit the Mischief that has been done. This last 
Visit has thrown many Obstacles in the Way of Gen : Maitland's Nego- 
ciation, and prevented Toussaint from doing many things which he was 
well inclined to do, but which the critical Situation of his Affairs would 
not admit of. It has thrown an effectual Bar in the Way of Col : 
Grant's Agency, and may perhaps prevent any other Person from being 
received. My Efforts in favour of the british Interests will become more 
difficult, and my Situation be rendered more unpleasant. You may be 
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assured, however, Sir, that I shall not omit any Thing that lays in my 
Power to promote the joint Interests of both Countries. 

With respect to the Issue of the Contest between Toussaint and 
Rigaud, I own I am not apprehensive. As far as I can judge, (and 
I have taken much pains to acquire Information, not only from my 
own Observation, but also from the Report of others) as soon as the 
former has furnished his Army with what it wants and taken the 
Field, the latter must yield. Toussaint runs no Risk from open Force. 
He is too powerful. His only Danger is from internal Treason ; but 
as he is now on his guard, and has taken every necessary Precaution 
to prevent it, I beleive he is tolerably safe, even from that Hazard. 

It will readily occur to you, Sir, that if Toussaint should prove 
unsuccessful, all the Arrangements we have made respecting Com- 
merce must fall to the Ground. The most solemn Treaty would have 
little Weight with a Man of Rigaud's capricious and tyrannical Tem- 
per. This Circumstance points out the absolute Necessity of support- 
ing Toussaint by every legal Measure, and it was this which induced 
me to consent to the small temporary Supply which he is to receive 
from Jamaica. I hope it will come in Time to serve him until the 
Ports are open'd, which I have given him every Reason to beleive 
would be done on the Day appointed. I beg Leave here to repeat 
what I have already hinted in all my Letters, that it might be prudent 
to direct some of the American Ships of War to cruise on the south 
Side of the Island, and about Jeremie, in order that they might co- 
operate with the British in cutting of all Supplies of Provision and 
Ammunition. 

I am sorry to inform you that the present civil War will have a 
considerable Influence on the Agriculture of this Island, and diminish 
the Exports of the present Year not a little. The Cultivators began 
to be industrious, and the Expectation of selling their Produce, made 
them labour with alacrity; but a great many of them have of late 
been drafted for the Army. Most of the Horses, Mules, Oxen and 
Carts belonging to the different Plantations have also been put in 
Requisition. The Proprietors of Estates, therefore, can neither bring 
in the Produce which is already prepared for Market, nor prepare 
more. It is estimated that in the Quarter of Jeremie there is still 
io Millions of Coffee not exported. At petit and grand Goave, Mira- 
guan, and Leogane there is also a large Quantity. All this will be 
lost to the commercial World while the War lasts. Under the old 
System the District of L'Arcahaye made annually 30 Millions of 
Sugar. During the Residence of the british it exported 24 Millions. 
This Year it has a Prospect of making 7 Millions. What it will 
actually make, it is impossible to ascertain, as many of the Planters 
are obliged to cease grinding, and there is an entire Stop put to 
Labour. What I have said of the Places above mention'd applies 
equally well to the other Ports of the Island. They have all severely 
felt the Calamities attendant upon the present Contest. 

I have just been informed that the Sprightly has made her Ap- 
pearance, and that it will be necessary to send off my Letters. I beg 
Leave to send you a Letter which I have just received from Gen : Mait- 
land, and which announces his Departure for England. Should any 
Accident prevent the Cutter from sailing immediately I will enclose you 
also a Copy of his Instructions to Col : Grant. They will shew you 
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that the Views of Great Britain are exactly similar to those of the 
united States respecting this Colony. I remain Dr: Sir 

With great Esteem and Respect 
Your most obed: Servt: 
Edward Stevens 
Timothy Pickering Esqr. 

etc : etc : etc : 
[Endorsed:] Dr. Edwd. Stevens 
L'Arcahaye June 24. 1799. 
reed. Sept. 4th. 

VI. Toussaint Louverture to President John Adams, August 14, 

1799. 
Liberte. £galite. 

Au Port de Paix, le 2j Thermidor 

an 7 de la Republique franchise une et indivisible. 

Toussaint Louverture, 

General en chef de TArmee de Saint-Domingue, 
A Monsieur John Adams, 

President des Etats-unis de l'Amerique. 

Monsieur le President, 

Monsieur Edward Stevens m'a Communique la lettre que vous lui 
avez ecrite relativement aux mesures que vous avez prises par votre 
Proclamation; Je n'ai pu voir sans plaisir, votre attention a les mesures 
sur les convenances et les localites d'un Pays que vous ne prevoyiez pour 
devoir etre si-tot expose aux fureurs de la Guerre-civile. 

Rigaud qui Commandait sous mes ordres le Departement du Sud de 
St. Domingue pour satisfaire son orgueil et son ambition, vient de lever 
l'Etendard de la Revoke contre son chef legitime, contre 1'autorite 
nationale. Secouant partout les Brandons de la Discorde, il a allume la 
guerre civile dans son propre Pays. II a commence ses hostilites par la 
surprise des Grand et Petit Goave, et l'assassinat des Blancs qu'il y 
trouva fut le prelude de ses forfaits. Cette Conduite criminelle et 
attroce forqa l'agent du Gouvernement a le declarer rebelle, a le mettre 
hors de la loi, et a requerir la force pour la punir de ses attentats. Je 
dirigiai en consequence la force armee de St. Domingue sur le Departe- 
ment du Sud: Mais le machiavelisme de ce rebelle qui se preparait de- 
puis longtems a l'execution de son Projet infame, avait fait germer dans 
le nord et dans l'ouest ses Principes de Destruction ; et alors qu'a la 
tete de l'armee sous mes ordres, Je reprenais le Grand Goave, et me 
desposais a poursuivre les rebelles jusqu'aux Extremites du Sud, les 
hommes de couleur dans tous les quartiers du nord et de l'ouest or- 
ganisant partout la Revolte, comploterent contre la surete publique, 
chacun dans leurs quartiers respectifs. Le Mole fut le premier a 
declarer sa revolte. J'accouru aussitot pour l'arracher aux Rebelles; 
et mon passage a St. Marc, aux Gonaives y detourna le meme malheur. 
Un Jour plus tard ces deux Endroits succombaient sous les efforts des 
Conspirateurs. Force par ces Incidens de ralentir ma marche sur le 
mole, Je ne pus y arriver assez-tot pour empecher la propagation de 
cette Insurection qui devait etre generale. Elle gagne le Jean rabel et la 

AM. HIST. REV., VOL. XVI. — 6. 
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Dependance du Port de Paix dont la ville cernee de toute part ne lais- 
sait plus a son brave commandant que la resolution de s'ensevelir sous 
ses fuines plutot que de trahir ses devoirs en se rendant a des Brigands. 
Instruit du Danger de cette ville, Je courus la s'egager. En effet, mon 
arrivee intimida les Rebelles qui se replierent a Jean rabel ou, couverts 
de leurs fortifications, ils attendent les troupes que Je fais venir pour les 
reduire. 

De tous les moyens coercitifs que Je peux employer pour comprimer 
la criminelle audace du Rebelle Rigaud et des Sectateurs de son revoke, 
Je ne puis f aire usage que de ceux que m'offre la nature du Pays ; mais 
il en est de bien puissamment repressifs qui me manquent, ce sont ceux 
qu'offre la mer. Sans Marine, les forbans du Sud qui infestent nos 
Cotes, pillent et assaissinent impunement francais et Etrangers qu'ils 
rencontrent, et se portent a des Exces qui outragent le ciel et la Terre. 
Ils renforcent avec leurs Barges les Places rebelles- du Nord sans que 
Je puisse y mettre obstacle, par le defaut de Batimens propres a donner 
la chasse a ces forbans. C'est pour mettre un terme a leur piraterie, 
pendant que Je m'occuperai a les reduire par terre par la force des 
armes, que, confiant dans votre loyaute, dans vos principes de Justice, 
Je vous fais la demande de quelques Batimens armes en guerre qui 
puissent remplir l'objet propose. En acquiescent a ma demande vous 
aurez la gloire d' avoir concouru et fait concourir votre nation a l'Ex- 
tinction d'une Rebellion odieuse aux yeux de tous les Gouvernemens de 
la Terre. 

C'est peu que par votre Proclamation vous ayez defendu l'entree 
des Batimens de votre nation dans les Ports de St. Domingue autres que 
le Cap et le Port Republicain, cette mesure se trouvera sans effet, si 
vous n'obligez a son execution par une force coercitive quelconque, 
ainsi en adherant a la demande que Je vous fais de quelques Batimens 
de Guerre, vous reprimez une Rebellion, qu'il est de l'lnteret de tous 
les Gouvernemens d'etouffer, et vous faites executer les propres volontes 
du Governement dont vous etes l'organe. 

C'est dans l'Espoir de vous voir adherer a ma Demande que Je vous 
renouvelle l'assurance de mon Estime et de ma Veneration particuliere 
ainsi que de tous les autres Sentimens que vous m'avez inspires, et avec 
les quels J'ai l'honneur d'etre respectueusement 

Monsieur le President, Votre tres humble et 

tres obeissant Serviteur, 

TOUSSAINT LOUVERTURE. 

VII. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap FRANqois Sep: 30th: 1799. 
Dear Sir 

Before my Departure from Philadelphia I had the Honor of com- 
municating to you the Intention of the Executive Directory to invade 
the Island of Jamaica and the southern States of America. The Exe- 
cution of this Plan was entrusted to Gen: Hedouville and met with 
his most ardent Approbation but his sudden and unexpected Rupture 
with Toussaint did not allow him Time to accomplish it. Since his 
Return to France the Order for the Attack of the former has been re- 
newed and so determined is the french Government on the Invasion 
that every successive Courier from France has brought out a Copy of 
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the Plan; and the most pressing Solicitations to carry it into immediate 
Effect. 

During my Conferences with General Maitland I deemed this Matter 
of so much Importance that I did not hesitate to communicate it to 
him. I also wrote him on the Subject, a Copy of which Letter I trans- 
mitted to you. Ever since he left this Colony I have been endeavoring 
to obtain a Copy of the Plan but it is only within these few Days that 

I have been able to succeed. While T 1 was in Town several 

Schemes were presented to him by a Mullatto General of Brigade 
called Martial Besse who has been sent out by the Directory for the 
express Purpose of commanding the Expedition. Of all these I ob- 
tained Copies. Some of the most important I now have the Honor of 
enclosing to you as also a Plan which was presented by Sas Portas a 
Jew who for several Years carried on a contraband Trade between St: 
Iago de Cuba and Port Antonio in Jamaica and who seems perfectly 
acquainted with the Strength and local Situation of the latter Island. 
The Copies I send you contain the Essence of this Scheme. The other 
Papers which are still in my Possession are only Repetitions of these. 
They consist of a Plan offered by one Dubuisson an emigrant Officer 
who was in the English Service while they were in Possession of the 
western Parts of this Colony and who to shew his Gratitude for the 
Kindness they at that Time shewed him has very generously offered to 
assist in an Expedition for laying waste by Fire and Sword one of their 
richest and most flourishing Possessions. I have also an additional Plan 
presented by Martial Besse which is only an Amplification of that pro- 
jected by Sasportas. He has accompanied it with separate Letters of 
Instruction to Dubuisson and Sasportas which contain nothing but 
what is mentioned in his two Plans. 

■I shall make no Comments on this diabolical Attempt to extend the 
destructive Influence of french Principles and to add another Million 
to those which already crouch under the Iron Sceptre of modern 
Liberty, and Equality. A bare Perusal of it will sufficiently point out 
the evil Consequences which would ensue could it be accomplished. I 
have thought it of such Moment that Lord Balcarras and Admiral Sir 
Hyde Parker should be acquainted with it that I have given Mr : 
Charles Douglass the British Agent a Copy of the Plan and advised 
him strongly to go down to Jamaica to confer with the Heads of the 
Government and take effectual Measures to counteract it. He will 
leave this in a few Days and as soon as I know the Result of his Con- 
ference I shall lose no Time in communicating it to you. 

Wild and impracticable as this Scheme of Invasion may appear in 
the actual State of this Colony it is astonishing with what Ardour the 
Particular Agent seems to urge it. Without Troops, Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, Clothing or any of the Essentials requisite for raising or equip- 
ping an Army he strains every Nerve and has sent his Emissaries to 
Curacoa, St. Thomas and Guadaloupe to furnish him with the Means 
of effecting his Purpose. Toussaint on the other Hand is determined 
that the Invasion shall not take Place. He appears to encourage it that 
he may the more certainly prevent it. He has refused to furnish 
Troops urging as a Plea that the War in the South requires every Man 
that can be raised. His confidential Officers are of the same Opinion 
with him and are altogether opposed to this Expedition. They have too 
much Penetration not to perceive that the Jamaica Invasion is a coun- 
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terpart of the Egyptian Expedition and that were they to quit St: 
Domingo there is little Chance that they would ever return to it. It 

was T 1 who furnished me with the Plans and he at the same Time 

entreated me to counteract the Agent's Operations by every possible 
Means. Having intimated to me that it was projected to take up Amer- 
ican Vessels to transport the Troops which might be raised to Jamaica 
I thought it best in Conjunction with Mr: Douglass to refuse any fur- 
ther Passports to such Vessels belonging to the U. States as might in 
future apply for Permission to go down to that Island. This we 
thought the most effectual Method to prevent a mercenary Captain 
from carrying down intriguing Persons or armed Men who might do 
a Mischief which could not easily be remedied and in which the Agents 
of the U. States might be implicated without their Knowledge or In- 
tention. I the more readily consented to this temporary Suspension of 
Passports as the Instant the Circumstance is known in America it will 
cease to be an Inconvenience. Vessels will then go direct to Jamaica 
and the Trade suffer no Interruption. 

It is not difficult to penetrate the Motives which have induced the 
Directory to urge the Invasion of Jamaica at the present Moment. 
Either T 1 and his Army will succeed or not if they make the At- 
tempt. Success would forever separate from Great Britain one of her 
most valuable Colonies and diminish her Resources. Should they fail 
they will fall Victims to their Rashness and Presumption or like Buona- 
parte and his Army cease to be Objects of Dread or Jealousy to the 
Government of France. The old System might then be restored in St: 
Domingo and Slavery reestablished. 

The coloured People both here and in France seem to be well 
acquainted with the Designs of the Directory. The Ex Commissary 
Raimond in one of his Letters to Christophe 25 relates the Intention of 
the Government to invade Jamaica, unveils the insidious Tendency of 
this Expedition and points out it's destructive Consequences to the 
Liberty of the Blacks in St : Domingo. He tells him in plain Terms that 

the Directory wish by these Means to get rid of T 1, his principal 

Officers and his Army. He earnestly entreats him not to fall unwarily 
into the Snare but to be content with the Liberty that has been estab- 
lished in St: Domingo without attemping to extend it to the neighbour- 
ing Colonies. This Advice I am convinced will be strictly adhered to 
and I am firmly of Opinion that if ever an Expedition against Jamaica 
should take place it will be without the Approbation or Concurrence 
of the leading Blacks. Christophe has had some severe Discussions 
with the Agent on this Subject and the latter seems now to place his 
principal Dependance on the Exertions of Martial Besse. That this 
Man should be seriously inclined to further the Views of the Directory 
is not surprising. Here he is nothing. In Jamaica he would be the 
Leader of the exterminating Band and if his Efforts were crowned 
with Success might ultimately make a conspicuous Figure in the Revolu- 
tion of that Island. He was originally born free. At the Commence- 
ment of the Dispute between the Whites and coloured People in St: 
Domingo he was a Surgeon's Mate in a marching Regiment. Taking 
Part with his Brethren he pass'd thro a great Variety of Characters 
until the Mullattoes finally established their Rights and were admitted 

23 The lieutenant of Toussaint who was afterward. 1807-1811, president, and, 
1811-1820, king of Hayti. 
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to a Participation of Privileges with the Whites. He was then ap- 
pointed Commandant of Jackamel and it's Dependencies where he ex- 
hibited Marks of a sanguinary Disposition. From thence he went to 
France. Having neither Property nor Employment he proposed the 
Plan I have mentioned and came out lately to carry it into Execution. 
In my next I shall give you a farther account of the Preparations 
for this Expedition. I shall watch it with Attention and my Exertions 
shall not be wanting to counteract and if possible to render it alto- 
gether abortive. 

In the mean Time I must beg the favor of you to consider the Plans 
I transmit you as a confidential Communication. It's Publicity might 

commit T 1 and in future deprive me of that Information which is 

essentially necessary to render the commercial Intercourse of Great 
Britain and America with this Colony at once safe, lucrative and per- 
manent. 

I have the Honor to be with the greatest Respect and Esteem, 

Dear Sir 
Your most Obed: Servt: 

Edward Stevens 
The Hon : T. Pickering 

etc: etc: etc: 
[Endorsed:] Confidential, Edwd. Stevens Esqr. 
Sept. 30. 1799. reed. Deer. 17. 
French plan to invade Jamaica. 

VIII. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap FRAN901S Oct: 26th: 1799. 
Dear Sir 

By the Ship Ocean Cap : Reynolds, who will sail from Gonaives for 
New-York in a few Days, I have written you very fully respecting the 
Occurrences in this Colony since my last Dispatches, and transmitted 
you some very important Inclosures. Tho' this Ship has been detained 
longer than I expected, I do not think it proper to withdraw my Dis- 
patches from her, as being strongly armed she affords more Security to 
them than any of the Vessels that have lately sailed from this. I, there- 
fore, beg Leave to refer you to them. 

It is with Pleasure I can inform you that every Thing continues to 
be tranquil from Monte-Christi to Leogane. Great Preparations are 
now making by Gen: Toussaint to attack Rigaud in every Part of the 
South. His Army amounts to 55,000 Men, of which 30,000 are of the 
Line, and well disciplined. The Remainder are Militia. Christophe, 
the Commandant of this Arrondissement, will command one Column of 
the Army, and Dessalines 2 " the other. The first will march against Aux 
Cayes; and the latter attempt the Conquest of Jeremie and it's Depen- 
dencies. The Municipality of Jackamel lately sent a Deputation to the 
Agent and General in Chief requesting Permission to remain neuter 
until the Conclusion of the War. This was refused, and they were 
ordered in the most peremptory Terms to consider themselves as sub- 
ject to the Jurisdiction of Toussaint and to deliver up that District to 
General La Fortune, who has been sent with a strong Detachment to 

26 The lieutenant of Toussaint who was afterward, 1 804-1806, emperor of 
Hayti. 
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take Possession of it. This Injunction will be complied with, particu- 
larly since the Escape of Beauvais to Curacoa, as he has left behind 
him no Chief of Talent or Courage sufficient to make much Resistance. 
I have very little Doubt, therefore, from the actual Position of Things 
here that the War will soon terminate, and that the Event will be favour- 
able to Toussaint. 

General Moyse 2 ' supersedes Christophe in the Command of the Cape. 
I could rather have wished that this Change had not taken Place. 
'Tho' the former is a Man of Energy and Decision, and I have always 
been upon the best Terms with him; yet I think he wants the Coolness 
and Good sense of the latter, from whom I have been long accustomed 
to obtain every Thing I wished. This Alteration can, however, produce 
no ill Effect, as Toussaint himself means to reside here until the Con- 
clusion of the War. His Presence is absolutely necessary to counteract 
the political Enthusiasm of the Agent, 28 and to make him act and write 
as he wishes. 

General Kerverseau has been lately superceded at Santo Domingo, 
and Chanlat sent to replace him. 29 The Agent has formed a secret Plan 
to take Possession of the Spanish Part of this Colony by means of this 
Minion; but Toussaint has penetrated his Design, and intends to antici- 
pate him. Of this I shall write you more at large in my next. 

Several Attempts have been made by the Agent and Administration 
of this Place to renew the Abuses respecting the Neutrals, but they 
have been, hitherto, foiled. During Toussaint's last Visit to this City 
he took the most decided Steps to protect and encourage the Commerce 
of America, and I am convinced, in a short Time, that Things will be 
placed on the most favourable Footing. Two of the most troublesome 
Administrators will be removed, and others of more Integrity put in 
their Place. More Punctuality in future will be observed in paying the 
Debts contracted by the Government. The existing Duties will be 
lessen'd and a Drawback established on all Articles of foreign Manu- 
facture that may be re-exported. I have been, for some Time, endeavor- 
ing to accomplish so desireable a Regulation, and hope, in a few Days, 
to see it compleatly effected. 

I have the most perfect Confidence in the Attachment of Toussaint 
to the Government of the U. S. and in his sincere Desire to establish a 
beneficial and permanent Commerce between the two Countries. 

As to the Property and Persons of American Citizens I consider 
them as perfectly secure. Nor do I apprehend any Change in this Par- 
ticular. The Situation of the french Inhabitants is indeed unpleasant, 
but there is no Instance where a Stranger has been injured or oppress'd. 

The Boston, the General Green and the Norfolk have been cruizing 
for some Time in this Neighbourhood, and have been lately joined by 
the Constitution. There has, however, been no french Privateer in 
these Seas since my arrival. They keep generally farther to the North- 
ward, and have intercepted several American Vessels bound for differ- 
ent Ports in the W. Indies. All those that have been brought into the 
Harbours under the Jurisdiction of Gen : Toussaint, have been instantly 
released. 

27 Nephew and lieutenant of Toussaint, executed by him in 1801. 

28 Roume. 

29 As agent of the French Republic in the portion of the island hitherto 
Spanish. 
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Our armed Vessels that have been at the Cape have met with a very- 
cordial Reception, and have been treated with the utmost Respect and 
Attention. 

I shall expect to have your Instructions, Sir, on several important 
Matters that I have submitted to your Consideration, and respecting 
which I feel myself a little embarrass'd how to act. 

I have the Honor to be with the highest Respect and Esteem, 

Dear Sir 

Your most obed: Servt 
Edward Stevens 
The Hon: Timothy Pickering 

etc: etc: etc: 
[Endorsed:] Dr. Stevens 

Cape Francais Oct. 26, 1799. 

IX. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap FRANqois Dec: 3rd: 1799. 
Dear Sir 

Since my Dispatches by the Ocean the Affairs of this Colony have 
continued stationary. The Armies of Toussaint and Rigaud have re- 
mained in a State of Inaction, until within these 10 Days, when Com- 
mandant Christophe, at the Head of one Column of the Army, consist- 
ing of 6000 Men, marched from Leogane against Jackamel and it's 
Dependencies. At the same Time Toussaint sent all his armed Vessels 
round to blockade it by Sea, so that this important District of the South 
is, by this Time, compleatly invested and perhaps taken. General Des- 
salines has marched with another Column consisting of an equal Number 
against grand and petit Goave, where Rigaud commands in person. 
These sudden and vigorous Movements have induced Rigaud to make 
Overtures of Peace; but whether his Sincerity is doubted, or Toussaint 
thinks he can soon force him to surrender, his Proposals have not been 
listened to. The most unremitting Efforts are, on the contrary, used 
for carrying on the War, and terminating this destructive Contest by 
one bold and decisive Stroke. For my Part I never had a Doubt of 
the Issue, and am now more than ever confirmed in the Opinion that it 
must terminate in Favour of Toussaint. I must, therefore, submit it to 
your Considerations, Sir, whether it would not be prudent to make the 
necessary Provision for opening the Ports of the South, in Proportion 
as they are surrender'd by Rigaud. As soon as they are in Toussaint's 
Possession the commercial Relations may be renewed between them and 
the U. States with Safety and Advantage. This is the Wish of General 
Toussaint, provided the President sees no Objection to it. Should any 
Arrangements be made on this Head you will be kind enough to commu- 
nicate them to me by the earliest Opportunity, that I may take such 
Steps here as Circumstances may require. 

It being deemed politic to remove General Kerverseau from Santo 
Domingo, and nominate in his Stead General Chanlat, who from his 
Feebleness and Indisposition was incapable of travelling by Land, Tous- 
saint requested me to furnish him with a neutral Vessel and Passport 
to carry him to his destined Place. As the British Agent, Mr : Douglass, 
saw no reasonable Objection to granting this Request, I permitted him 
to use for this Purpose a small american Schooner that I keep here 
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chiefly as a Packet Boat. And I did this the more readily as I thought 
it might prove to him my Wish to comply with every Thing that could 
contribute to his Interest. I hope my Conduct in this Instance will meet 
with the President's Approbation. I will consider it a Favor, Sir, to be 
informed what Line of Conduct I should observe should a similar 
Application be made. Imperious Circumstances may oblige him to send 
a neutral Vessel occasionally to Ports not strictly comprehended within 
the Limits of the President's Proclamation, and it may seem unfreindly 
to refuse — should he apply for one. 

It has been reported here by a small Schooner just from Bordeaux 
that some french Frigates may soon be expected with three Commis- 
sioners Adet, Fauchet and Freron that have been lately nominated for 
this Colony. I know not whether this Report is well founded, or not; 
but I am convinced if they do come they will not be received. Positive 
Orders have been given to admit no Ships of War into the Harbour of 
the Cape without special Permissions. General Moyse in communi- 
cating this Order to me, and explaining his Reasons, informed me that 
he had desired the Harbour Master to acquaint him whenever any 
American Ship of War presented themselves, that he might suspend 
this Injunction in their Favour, and give Directions for their free 
Admission. Several of our Frigates and Corvettes have been lately 
here and very kindly received. The Constitution, General Greene and 
Boston are now cruizing off the Port. The french Corvette the Dili- 
gente slipped in here, a few Days ago, unperceived by our Ships. She 
will sail Tomorrow for Port au Prince. Application was made to me 
for a Passport which I deemed it by no means proper to grant. I was 
also requested to prevail upon american Captains, to carry down some 
Troops which have been put in Requisition for Port de Paix, but recol- 
lecting the Agent's Plan for transporting Troops to Jamaica in american 
Bottoms, I thought it best to prevent it if possible: which was done. — I 
have the Honor to remain Dear Sir 

Your most obed : Serv : 

Edward Stevens 
The Hon: T. Pickering 
etc. etc. etc. 

X. Stevens to Pickering. 
(Duplicate.) 

Leogane Jany. 16th: 1800. 
Dear Sir 

I had the pleasure of writing you a few Lines on board of the United 
States armed Schooner Experiment, during my passage from the Cape 
to this Place where I landed on the 2d : Inst : 

The Day before my Arrival the Schooner was attacked, at 7 OClock 
in the Morning, between the Point of St. Marc and the Island of Gonaib, 
by 12 of Rigaud's Barges, strongly armed and manned with upwards of 
500 Negroes and Mulattoes. After several ineffectual Attempts to board 
us, they were at Length repulsed with great Loss. It being excessively 
calm during the whole of the Action, which continued until 4 in the 
Evening, the Experiment could not succeed in driving them off, until 
they had captured the Brig Daniel and Mary and the Schooner Wash- 
ington, two of the Vessels under her Convoy, and which had been pre- 
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viously abandoned by their Captains and Crews. On the following Day 
the Brig Daniel and Mary was recaptured by two of General Toussaint's 
Cruizers, near the Coyemites, and conducted into the Port of Leogane. 
The Schooner Washington escaped their Pursuit, and was carried into 
Petit Trondes Baraderes, a small Harbour near Jeremie. 

As soon as I heard of the Recapture of the Brig, I claimed her on 
Behalf of the Captain, who was then at Port au Prince. General Tous- 
saint ordered her to be restored immediately, (a quarter Part of the 
Value of the Vessel and Cargo being reserved, as Salvage for the 
Recaptors.) 

I now have the Honor of inclosing you a Copy of the different Papers 
relative to that Business. 

On my Arrival at Leogane I found the Mind of General Toussaint 
much soured, and could easily perceive that the insidious Attempts of 
some artfull and designing Intriguers, had produced a considerable 
Effect. He had received the most unfavourable Impressions, respecting 
the Conduct of the Executive in it's Orders to our naval Commanders. 
But after a short Conversation, in which I explained to him with Freedom 
and Candor, the Intentions of the American Goverment, and the Honor 
and good Faith with which it had acted towards him, I had the Satisfac- 
tion to find that his Attachment to it remained undiminished. He assures 
me that the Conduct of the American Navy had been misrepresented, 
but that nothing should induce him to act contrary to the solemn En- 
gagement he had made, and that the Persons and Properties of our 
Fellow Citizens should at all Times, and under all Circumstances be 
considered as sacred. 

I shall not intrude upon your more important Occupations by enter- 
ing upon a lengthy Detail of the Conversation which took place on this 
Subject. It will be sufficient to observe to you, Sir, that after the most 
friendly Discussion, the following Arrangements were determined on. 

1st: That no Vessels, of any Description whatever, should be 
allowed to arm in that Part of the Colony under the Jurisdiction of 
General Toussaint, except such as are in his immediate Service, and 
employed by him, either for the Protection of Commerce, or to coop- 
erate with his military Expeditions against the S[o]uth. 

2d. That all those not absolutely employed by him, if they should 
be found at Sea by the American Cruizers, with Arms on Board, should 
be liable to Capture and Confiscation. 

3d. That all armed Vessels in his Service, (of which a List shall 
be sent to the American Commodore on the St. Domingo Station) shall 
be obliged to carry regular Passports, signed by the Consul General of 
the U. States, by the British Agent, and by the General in chief. Those 
that neglect to take the necessary Passports, 'tho' in his Service, shall 
be liable to Capture and Confiscation. All those armed Vessels shall 
confine themselves to the Limits prescribed by the secret Convention 
entered into between General Toussaint and the British, previous to the 
Renewal of Commerce. 

4 No passports shall in future be granted to Vessels belonging to 
the Colony of Saint Domingo, that may be sent to other Islands. These 
passports shall be confined entirely to the coasting Trade. 

The strictest Orders have been already given to prevent any french 
Ships of War or Privateers from entering the Ports of the Colony. As 
to Merchant Vessels from France, I do not imagine that the Trade of the 
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U. States will incur any Risk from them in future. Those that have 
already arrived have suffered so much from the continued Requisitions 
to which their Persons and Property have been subjected, that they are 
perfectly disgusted with the Goverment, and are determined never to 
return. They will, therefore, cease to be a Cause of Dread to our Fellow 
Citizens, or a Source of Dissension between this Goverment and that of 
the U. States. 

General T[o]ussaint being well acquainted with the Capture of the 
Hamburgh Ship, by the United States Frigate Constitution, and also 
of the Destruction of a small french Lugger to which the Agent had 
clandestinely given a Commission, and which was taken by the Boston 
and Norfolk, I explained to him the Propriety of these Occurrences, 
with which he was perfectly satisfied. Capt. Dubois of the french Cor- 
vette la Diligente had solicited the Interference of the General to pro- 
cure the Enlargement of his Officers and Men, which were found on 
board of the Hamburgh Ship, at the Time of her Recapture, and which 
were then detained by Captain Talbot f but when I informed him that 
they could not be given up, consistently with the orders issued to the 
American Navy, he refused to use his Interference in their Behalf. 
A similar Application had been made to him by the Captain of the Lug- 
ger, who is actually a Prisoner on board of the Constitution. It was 
sufficient, however, to refer him to his own Letter on the Subject of 
private armed Vessels, (an Extract of which I have already transmitted 
you,) to convince him of the Impropriety of any Interference in favor 
of this Man. In short he seemed to view Things in a different Light, 
after they had been candidly and coolly discussed between us. The mists 
of Error and Misconception with which the Enemies of America had 
taken so much Pains to cloud his Mind, during an Absence of four 
Months from the Cape, were quickly dissipated, and he seems now, more 
than ever, attached to the Interests of America. During every Inter- 
view I had with him I endeavoured to point out the Impropriety of 
listening to any Reports brought to him by the french Intriguers in the 
Colony, or of interfering in any Discussion which might take Place 
between France and the U. States. I tried to impress strongly on his 
Mind that the Arrangements made with St. Domingo were of a par- 
ticular Kind, adapted to the local Situation and present political State 
of the Colony, that they regarded it as altogether unconnected with any 
other Country, and that an actual State of Hostility might take Place 
between France and America, without occasioning the least Interuption 
of Harmony between him and the Goverment of the U. States. 

With all these Observations he seems perfectly satisfied, and, as far 
as respects him and his Chief Officers, I think I can assure you that 
every Thing is placed on its former Footing of Harmony and Good 
understanding. 

The Agent's Conduct has displeased him so much, particularly in a 
late Transaction, that I am convinced he will not long possess even the 
Appearance of Power. As soon as Jackamel is captured, he will be 
reduced to a Cypher. Some written and permanent Arrangements may 
then be made, which may place our Intercourse with this Colony on a 
more favourable Footing. I must, therefore, beg the favor of you, Sir, 
to give me your Instructions on this Subject, as early as possible, and 
direct me whether it is the Wish of the President that any Alteration 

30 Silas Talbot, commander of the Constitution. 
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should be made in the existing Regulations with this Colony. I foresee 
that a new order of things will shortly take Place here and should wish 
to be prepeared for the Event. 

This District is, at present, extremely quiet. The advanced Parts 
of General Toussaint's Army are about 4 Leagues from Leogane towards 
Grand Grove [Goave], and within half a Mile of Rigaud's Camp. No 
Action of Consequence has taken place here, for some Time past. The 
seat of active Hostility has been transfered to the Neighbourhood of 
Jackamel. That Town is closely beseiged, by 10,000 Men, and cannot 
hold out many Days. I inclose you a Plan of the Town, and of the 
actual Position of the beseiging Army. It will give you a pretty accu- 
rate Idea of the Regularity with which military Operations are con- 
ducted in this Country. 

I expected, long ere this, to have announced to you the Termination 
of the destructive civil War which has, for some Time, ravaged this 
unfortunate Colony. But my Expectations have been disappointed by a 
Circumstance which could not have been foreseen, and which will prob- 
ably contribute to prolong Hostili[ti]es. A Squadron of 6 armed Ves- 
sels, belonging to Genl. Toussaint, sailed from Port au Prince early in 
November, with a Quantity of Ammunition and Military Stores on 
board. These Vessels had Passports from the british Agent, and were 
destinied for Jackamel to blockade that Port and cooperate with the 
Army, in reducing the different Sea Ports Towns on the South. Gen- 
eral Toussaint had even taken the Precaution to write to Admiral Sir 
Hyde Parker and Lord Balcarres, informing them of the real Destina- 
tion of this Squadron, in order to prevent, any alarm from being excited 
in Jamaica. Notwithstanding all these prudent Steps, this Squadron 
was captured, during it's Voyage, by the British Frigate Solebay, 12 
Leagues to the westward of Navassa, was conducted to Jamaica, tried, 
condemned and sold. Several Letters have passed on this Subject be- 
tween Toussaint, the Admiral and Governor. The first has received no 
Satisfaction. The second seems obstinately determined to make no 
Restitution, but the last writes in a kind and friendly Stile, and gives 
Toussaint every Reason to expect from the british Goverment that 
Indemnity, which he has solicited in vain from the Admiral. 

Mr. Wigglesworth has been appointed Agent for the affairs of St. 
Domingo, by the british Governent, in place of Col. Grant whom 
Toussaint had refused to receive. This Gentleman arrived at Jamaica 
soon after the Capture of Toussaint's Squadron, and before their Trial 
or Condemnation. Foreseeing the ill Consequences of the prosecution 
instituted by the Captors, he offered to give Security for the Ammount 
of the Vessels and Cargoes, in case they should be ultimately con- 
demed, on Condition that they should be delivered up to him, that 
he might restore them to Toussaint. This was refused, and notwith- 
standing all his active Exertions, he has been unable to obtain favour- 
able Decission. 

Finding all his Efforts useless, he has deputed a Mr. Robison, who 
came from England with him, to come up to St. Domingo and explain 
to General Toussaint the favourable Intentions of the British Gov- 
erment. 'Tho' this Gentleman has been kindly received, and has had 
several interesting Interviews with the General in Chief, he has not 
been permitted to remain in the Colony, as Deputy Agent. He has been 
sent back to Jamaica with an Invitation to Mr. Wigglesworth to come 
up and hold a Conference with General Toussaint, on the Subject of 
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his Mission ; but the latter is determined not to permit him to remain 
in the Island unless his armed Vessels are restored. 

This unlucky Capture has chagrened Toussaint exceedingly. It has 
deranged all his Plans, and weakened his Attachment to the English. 
Unless this Matter is quickly accomodated, I am affraid it will destroy 
all commercial Intercourse between Jamaica and this Colony. I have 
done every Thing that lay in my power to prevent General Toussaint 
from proceeding to extremities, and in my Conversations with Mr. Rob- 
inson, (who was invited to Leogane by the General for the express 
Purpose of conversing with me) I have given him such Information as 
I hope will tend to reconcile this Difference. 

I am loth to impute the Capture of this Squadron to the cruel Policy, 
on the Part of the English, of continueing the Contest between Genl. 
Toussaint and Rigaud, and of preventing either from gaining the Ascen- 
dency, that, by this means, both may be ultimately weakened. I attribute 
it rather to a Discovery which was made, just before these Vessels 
sailed, of a Design to excite an Insurrection of the Blacks in the Island 
of Jamaica, and of an intended Invasion, which was projected by the 
Agent to be made from the different Ports of St. Domingo. This spread 
an astonishing alarm among the Inhabitants of Jamaica. Martial Law 
was instantly proclaimed. Every Body appeared under Arms. Sas- 
portas, a Jew, and Dubuisson, an emigrant french Officer, two chiefs of 
the Conspiracy, were apprehended, and Proofs of their Guilt being 
found upon them, they were tried, convicted, and condemned to be 
hanged. The former was executed a few Days after, but the latter 
having turned King's Evidence, and made some important Discoveries, 
has been since pardoned; tho he is still confined. Several french Men 
have been imprisoned, and all the rest who have no fixed Property in 
the Island, have been ordered to leave it. All the french Negroes in 
the Colony have been collected and put on board of Transports in the 
different Ports. Their former Owners have been paid a certain fixed 
Sum pr. Head. The Negroes have been emancipated, but are to be sent 
up to Martinique to be enlisted in the black Corps which have been 
raised for the Difence of that Colony. 

Since these Proceedings have taken Place in Jamaica, the british 
Cruizers have been exceedingly troublesome to all french Vessels on the 
Coast of St: Domingo. They have taken burnt, and distroyed every 
Vessel they have met. Hitherto our Vessels have been respected by 
them, when furnished with regular passports. How long they will con- 
tinue to treat them with Civility I cannot determine. But I hope the 
Arrival of Mr. Wigglesworth, and the orders he brings with him from 
the British Government will -set every Thing to Rights. 

I do not yet know whether the Ship Ocean, Capt. Reynolds, is 
arrived. If you have received my Dispatches by her, you will be at no 
loss to account for several of the late Transactions, which have hap- 
pened at Kingston. 

I shall set out for the Cape Tomorrow. As soon as I arrive there 
I shall communicate to Capt. Talbot the Arrangements which have been 
made with General Toussaint, and embrace the earliest Opportunity of 
addressing you again. 

I have the Honor to remain with great Respect and Esteem, 

Dear Sir 
Your most obed : Serv : 
Edward Stevens 
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The Hon : Timothy Pickering 

etc : etc : etc : 
[Endorsed:] Edwd. Stevens Esq. (duplicate) 
Leogane Jany. 16. 1800 

reed. March 18. 



Dear Sir 



XI. Stevens to Pickering. 31 

Cap Francois Feby: 13th: 1800. 



The political State of this Colony is approaching rapidly towards a 
very important Crisis. Even the nominal Power of the Agent and his 
Adherents is now nearly annihilated. The flying Artillery which has 
cost near half a Million of Dollars, and which was to have laid the 
flourishing Colony of Jamaica in Blood and Ashes, is disbanded. The 
Command of the Treasury and a control of the civil as well as military 
Departments has been openly assumed by the Genl : in Chief and his 
subordinate Officers. Every Thing announces a speedy Dissolution of 
those Ties, which once connected this important Colony with the Mother 
Country. 

While I was uncertain of the real Intentions of Tousaint, I was 
loth to say any Thing to you about them. Now that I think I know 
them, it is my Duty to announce them to you. He is taking his measures 
slowly but securely. All connection zvith France will soon be broken 
off. If he is not disturbed he will preserve appearances a little longer. 
But as soon as France interferes with this colony he will throw off the 
mask and declare it independent. Of this very interesting Business I 
shall have the Honer of writing you at full Length by the first safe 
Conveyance. 

I remain with great Respect and Esteem 

Dr: Sir 
Your most obedt : hum : Servt. 
Edward Stevens 

The Hon : Timothy Pickering 

etc : etc : etc. 
[Endorsed:] Edward Stevens Esqr. Feby. 13, 1800. 
reed. March 18. 



XII. Stevens to Pickering. 32 

Cap Francois March 16th. 1800. 



Dear Sir 



Every Thing in this Quarter remains tranquil, notwithstanding strong 
Symptoms of the Crisis I announced to you have taken Place. Within 
these few Days all the Adherents of the Agent have been arrested and 
imprisoned; and the Seals put on their Effects and Papers. Among 
these are the Ordonnateur in Chief Dumaine; Blanchard the Receiver 
of the Revenues of the Colony etc : etc : etc : The Agent and his Secre- 

31 Words in italics in this letter and that of March 16 were in cipher. The 
portions omitted have no historical importance. 

32 The omitted portion has no historical importance. 
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tary are kept close Prisoners to the goverment house. The Seals are 
also put on the Papers of the latter. No Persons are permitted either 
to enter or leave the House: nor are Papers, Money or any Kind of 
Effects suffer'd to be carried out. All this is by order of General Tous- 
saint. He sent General Age" here to carry the Agent to Port au Prince 
but he refused to go. He immediately gave orders to take the Steps 
I have mentioned. 

By a Courier that arrived this Evening we have Accounts that Jacmel 
is taken. Genl : Toussaint will of Course be here in a few Days, when 
I have no doubt the Business will be settled in the Manner I have long 
foreseen. He will not send away the Agent, because he is afraid he 
may intrigue against him in France. He will keep him a close Prisoner, 
and take all power civil and military into his own Hands. 

I am informed that Mr: Wigglesworth is arrived at Port au Prince. 

Things continue in much the same Situation as when I write you 
last. The Citizens of the U. States are respected, and their Property 
secure. A due Degree of Harmony subsists between our naval Com- 
manders and the Chiefs of the Colony. The Constitution is, I fancy, at 
the Mole ; as she has not been off this Harbour for 2 Days. The Boston 
and Richmond are in the Bite. The General Greene, the Experiment 
and the Augusta are cruizing off Jacmel. 

Having been just informed that this Vessel will sail in the Morning 
I write in great Haste, for which I beg your Excuse. I have the Honor 
to be with great Respect and Esteem, 

Dr: Sir 
Your most obed : Servt : 
Edward Stevens 

Hon: 

T. Pickering 
etc: etc: etc: 
[Endorsed:] Edwd. Stevens Esq. March 16. 1800. 

reed. April 8. 
The Agent Roume and Adherents, imprisoned 
by Genl. Toussaint's orders. 

XIII. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap FRAN901S April 19th: 1800. 
Dear Sir 

The Crisis I announced to you in some of my former Letters has 
taken Place. The particular Agent of the french national Government 
has been deposed, and the General in Chief invested with the civil and 
military Authority over this Colony, by the unanimous Consent of its 
Inhabitants. 

The present Conveyance being destin'd to a distant Part of the U. 
States, and offering rather unexpectedly, I have neither Time, nor do 
I think it prudent to enter into a minute Detail of the Circumstances 
which led to and accompanied this important Change in the Adminis- 
tration of Saint Domingo. I shall content myself with giving you 
some of the leading Facts, at present, and, by a more secure and direct 
Opportunity shall relate this Affair more circumstantially. 

The Agent having been invited by Genl: Toussaint to join him at 

35 Age or Oge. 
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Port au Prince and unite his Efforts to those of the leading Chiefs in 
the Colony for the Suppression of the Rebellion in the South, refused 
to leave the Cape. In Consequence of this Refusal he was kept a close 
Prisoner to the Government House until the 10th: Inst:, and all the 
civil Authority taken out of his Hands. On the Morning of the iothr 
the Municipality of the Cape received a Letter from that of Dondon, 
(an extensive Quarter in the Neighbourhood of Fort Dauphin), request- 
ing them to wait upon the Agent and announce to him " that he had 
lost their Confidence, and that the mal-Administration of the Colony, 
the Dilapidation of the public Funds, and the Continuance of the War 
in the South were all owing to his Weakness, Treachery and Indecision." 
They desired, in the most peremptory Manner, that to remedy all these 
Evils, he should immediately comply with the Genl. in Chief's Invita- 
tion and threaten'd, that should he refuse, they would enter the City 
with an armed Force and compel him. In order to give more Weight 
to this Command they proceeded, with the national Guard and the Gens- 
d'armirie of the Quarter as far as the Haut du Cap, (a small Town 
about a League from the Cape), where they encamped, and were imme- 
diately joined by the Municipalities, national Guards etc: etc: of Petite 
Ance and all the different Quarters which constitute the extensive Plain 
of the Cape, to the Number of 5000 Men. 

As soon as this Circumstance was known in Town, the Municipality, 
accompanied by Genl: Moyse, and all the constituted Authorities, waited 
upon the Agent, and invited him to go instantly to the Haut du Cap and 
appease the Tumult. With this Request he complied. He met the 
Insurgents and harangued them; but in vain. They were deaf to his 
Intreaties to disperse. They became more and more clamorous and 
were proceeding to use Violence to his Person when Genl : Moyse inter- 
fer'd and prevailed upon them to suspend their Resentment until he 
could know the Decision of the Genl : in Chief. To this they con- 
sented on Condition that the Agent and the Municipality should be kept 
there as close Prisoners until the General's Determination was known. 
A Deputation was immediately sent off to him, accompanied by a Letter 
from the Agent himself, requesting him to proceed directly to the Cape, 
and restore Tranquility. To this Genl: Toussaint answer'd that his 
military Occupations in the South left him no Time to take such a 
Journey, and that his Presence was not even necessary, as the Agent 
had it in his Power to restore Tranquility to the North immediately, by 
complying with the Request he formerly made to him. No sooner 
was this Answer known than the Multitude became outrageous. They 
demanded that the Agent should be instantly deprived of his office, and 
embarked for France and that the supreme Power should, in future, 
be vested in the Person of Genl: Toussaint. Addresses were sent to 
the latter by the Municipalities and armed Forces of the several Parts 
of the Colony, urging him, in the strongest Terms, to assume the Com- 
mand and administer the Affairs of the Government. Their Example 
has been followed by the Municipality at the Cape, and by all the con- 
stituted Authorities both civil and military. On the 17th. Inst, a re- 
spectable Deputation was sent from hence with an Address signed by 
at least 2500 of the principal Inhabitants, expressing their Dissatisfac- 
tion with the Administration of the Agent and soliciting the Genl: in 
Chief to supercede him. As he is at Jacmel his Answer has not yet 
been received. But it is no difficult Matter to foresee how this Business 
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will terminate. He will accept of the unanimous Invitation of the Col- 
ony, and from that Moment it may be considered as forever separated 
from France. Policy, perhaps, may induce him to make no open Declara- 
tion of Independence, before he is compelled. But this apparent and 
temporary Attachment to the Mother Country will only ensure the 
Separation of the Colony more effectually. 

'Tho' this Revolution is not yet compleated, every Thing remains per- 
fectly quiet and safe at the Cape, and has done so ever sence it com- 
menced. The different Batteries of the Town have been furnished with 
double Guards. The Inhabitants have been constantly under Arms, and 
the principal Street leading to the Country has been defended by a strong 
Body of the national Guards, both Day and Night. Great Alarm has, 
Indeed, been excited by all these Movements. Those who were ignor- 
ant of the Cause, and who have already suffered so severely from similar 
Commotions, have apprehended much Danger. But by those who were 
acquainted with the Politics of the leading Chiefs all these formidable 
Preparations have been viewed with Composure and without Fear. 

It is not difficult to discover that all those Assemblies in the different 
Parts of the Colony have been planned and regulated by the leading 
Chiefs, and that, so far from being tumultuous or dangerous they have 
been perfectly under controul. Of this I shall write you more particu- 
larly in my next. 

I have the Honor to remain with the most perfect Respect and 
Esteem 

Dr: Sir 

Your most obedt: Servt: 
Edward Stevens 
The Honl : T. Pickering 

etc. etc : etc. 
[Endorsed:] Ed. Stevens. 19th. April dated 1800 
29 May received 

XIV. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap Francois April 24th: 1800. 
Dear Sir 

I had the Honor of transmitting you, on the 19th : inst : a short and 
hasty Account of the political Changes which have lately taken Place 
in this Colony. Things have remained much in the same State ever 
since. Great Tranquility has prevail'd both in the Town and thro' the 
Plain. The Agent has, however, been kept a close Prisoner at the 
Haut du Cap. He has solicited Permission from the People to join 
the General in Chief, and has promised to cooperate with him in all 
his Plans for promoting the Good of the Colony. This has been re- 
fused, and he has been told that his Request comes too late; that they 
liave deprived him of the supreme Authority, and conferred it on the 
General in Chief, that they want no more Agents, and that they will 
not receive any, in future, even 'tho' they should be sent from France. 
Finding his Efforts to retain his Power unsuccessful, he has requested 
that they would embark him for France. But this also has been re- 
fused. The Fact is that they have conceived the Project of keeping him 
a close Prisoner until a Peace takes Place. They think his Intrigues 
in France would be as injurious to the Colony as his treacherous and 
indecisive Conduct has already proved here. In order, therefore, to 
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prevent him from doing Mischief they think it best to deprive him of 
his Power, and keep him a Prisoner. 

This Morning the General in Chief had a Conference with him for 
two Hours at the Haut du Cap, after which he enter'd the Town. To- 
morrow the important Change which has taken Place in the Gover- 
ment will be announced publickly. I shall embrace the earliest oppor- 
tunity to acquaint you with the Result, and to keep you instructed with 
any Events that may occur. 

I have had a Conversation with Genl : Toussaint since his Arrival, 
and he has renew'd in very strong Terms his ardent Desire to do every 
Thing which can preserve the existing Harmony between this Colony 
and the U. States, and which can prove his Attachment to our Gov- 
ernment. This is, perhaps, the most favourable Moment that has 
occurred, since the Renewal of the Intercourse, to place our Commerce 
upon a solid and permanently advantageous Footing; and you may rest 
assured, Sir, that I shall omit nothing that lays in my Power to avail 
myself of it. 

The Genl: Green and the Herald 31 are both here, but will sail in a 
Day or two, the first for New-Orleans, and the latter for the South 
Side of the Island. Confidence is once more restored to the Inhabitants 
of this Town, and Commerce has assumed it's usual Course. 

I have the Honor to remain with great Esteem, 

Dr: Sir 

Your most obedt: Sert: 
Edward Stevens 
The Honl : T. Pickering etc. etc. etc. 
[Endorsed:] Ed. Stevens 24 April 1800 
19th. May 1800 reed. 

XV. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap Francois April 27, 1800. 
Dear Sir, 

'Tho' the Inhabitants of the Colony had openly express'd their Wish 
that the General in Chief should immediately assume the Reins of 
Government, he thought proper to defer his Acceptance, for a few 
Days. The Agent was permitted to remain in the Government House, 
but without exercising the Functions of his Office, while all the Details 
of public Business were actually devolved on the General. 

This Morning he solicited the Agent, thro' the Medium of the Muni- 
cipalitys and constituted Authorities, to take Possession of Santo Do- 
mingo and the whole Spanish Part of the Island, in conformity to the 
Treaty of Basle. 36 The Agent refused. He was threatened with Im- 
prisonment at Dondon, — The Dispatches he had prepared for the french 
Government were seiz'd, and an order given that no Person should 
either enter or leave his House. Terrified at these Proceedings he at 
length complied. An Arrete was immediately published declaring that 
the Government of Saint Domingo would take Possession of the Span- 

34 See letters of Stephen Higginson, written in the autumn of 1799, in Annual 
Report of the American Historical Association for 1896, I. 824-830 (Higginson's 
attempt to sell arms to Toussaint by means of the Herald). 

35 The treaty of July 22, 1795, by which Spain ceded her portion of the island 
to France. 
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ish Part, and a Letter written by the Agent to the President of Santo 
Domingo 8 " inviting him to deliver it up directly. The Motive assign'd 
in both these Instruments for demanding Possession is, that Negroes are 
still carried from the french Part of the Island and sold in the Spanish. 
Adjutant General Age, Chief of General Toussaint's Etat major, is ap- 
pointed to proceed without Delay from Jacmel to take possession with 
a Body of white Troops. Chanlatte is continued in Power until fur- 
ther Orders. The greatest Respect is directed to be paid to the Re- 
ligion of the Spaniards, and to their Manners and Customs. The Ne- 
groes are not to be suffer'd to quit the Plantations, and the Persons and 
Property of the Inhabitants are to be rigidly respected. In fine no 
Change is to be made in the Laws or Usages of the Country, until a 
peace takes Place. 

It is uncertain whether the President 3 ' will Give up the Possession; 
or, if he does, whether the Spaniards will assent to it. I am rather 
inclined to imagine that some Opposition will be made, and that a civil 
War may be the Consequence. I do not think it prudent or politic to 
demand Possession of this extensive Part of the Island at so critical a 
Moment. But Genl : Toussaint has been in some Degree driven in to the 
Measure from a Report that has prevail'd here of the Arrival of 2 
Frigates and I Ship of the Line at Guadaloupe with 15000 Troops and 
the Abbe Gregoire. It is said they are destin'd for Santo Domingo, 
and he has hurried this Business to prevent them from getting a Foot- 
ing in the Colony. I write in great Haste, at present, but shall give 
you the Remainder of these Transactions Tomorrow. With great Re- 
spect and Esteem I remain 

Dr: Sir 

Your most obdt. Servt. 

Edward Stevens 
The Honl : T. Pickering etc : etc : etc : 

[Endorsed:] Ed. Stevens. 27th. April dated 
24 May received 

XVI. Stevens to Pickering. 

Cap Francois May 24th: 1800. 
Dear Sir 

I have the Honor to enclose you (No: 1) the Address of the na- 
tional Guards and Inhabitants of Cap franqois to the General in Chief, 
and the Arrete of the national Agent (No: 2) for taking Possession 
of the Spanish Part of St: Domingo. I mentioned these Instructions 
in my Dispatches of the 19th. and 27th: of April, but was then unable 
to send you Copies of them. 

I also enclose you an order (No: 3) issued by the General for 
taking Possession of the Property of all Absentees, and a Proclama- 
tion (No: 5) for blocking up all the Ports of the South under the 
Jurisdiction of Rigaud. 

These Events confirm more and more the Opinion I lately express'd 
to you respecting the political State of the Colony, and the Intentions 
of the black Chiefs. The Arrival of the Officers sent out by the new 

36 Don Joaquin Garcia, president of the audiencia of (Spanish) Santo Do- 
mingo. 

" Of Spanish Santo Domingo. 
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Government to restore Tranquility to the Colony, and occupy important 
Places in the Administration of it, has removed the Veil, which con- 
ceal'd the real Views of the military Government. These Officers, so 
far from being well received, have been insulted and ill treated. Most 
of the Passengers that came out in the Frigate have been imprisoned, 
and the black Chiefs now talk loudly and openly against having any 
Connection, in future, with the Mother Country. The General in Chief 
has received a Letter from the Minister of the Marine, Forfait, 3 * which 
has displeased him highly. The Minister tells him that the first Consul 
has confirmed him as General in Chief of the Army of St: Domingo, 
but in doing so, that he expects that these Forces will never be em- 
ployed against any other than the English, the Enemies of France; 
that he ought to recollect that the Man who stains himself with the 
Blood of his Fellow Citizens will bring down upon his Head the Male- 
diction of Man and of Heaven; and that he therefore, expects, by the 
first Dispatches he sends from St: Domingo, to be informed that he has 
made Peace with Rigaud, and restored Tranquility to the Colony. In 
reading this Letter to me he express'd the utmost Displeasure, and all 
his subsequent Acts shew that he is determined to throw off all Kind 
of Subordination to the french Government. The Agent does nothing, 
at present, but what he is desired to do. The whole Machine of Gov- 
ernment, both civil and military, is regulated and guided by the General 
in Chief. 

Since my last the District of Miragoane has fallen into Possession of 
General Toussaint; and his Army was pushing on to invest Acquin on 
the South, and Jeremie on the North. The Details respecting the Cap- 
ture of Petit Goave etc : etc. etc. I send you in No : 4. 

By a Vessel which sails Tomorrow I shall have the Pleasure of 
addressing you more fully. The present Opportunity being sudden 
and unexpected prevents me from writing as I could wish. 

I have the Honor to remain in haste, with great Esteem and Respect 

Dr: Sir 

Your most obedt : Servt : 
Edward Stevens 
The Hon: T. Pickering 

etc: etc: etc: 
[Endorsed:] Edward Stevens. 24 May 1800 
Reed. 16 Augt. 1800. 

XVII. Stevens to Pickering. 

(Copy.) 

Cap franqois May 28th. 1800. 
Dear Sir 

Since my last of the 24th. Inst:, which I had the Honor of trans- 
mitting by the Brig Ruby, Capt. Wrigley, nothing very important has 
occured. 

The President of Santo Domingo has received Genl. Age with great 
Civility, and consented to deliver up the Spanish Part of the Island, as 
soon as he can obtain a sufficient Number of Vessels to carry off the 

38 Forfait, the marine engineer, Bonaparte's first minister of marine, 1799- 
1801. 
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Spanish Inhabitants that may wish to depart. This Operation will re- 
quire, at least a Delay of 6 Months to execute. He has availed himself 
of this Circumstance, and written to his Government for fresh Orders. 
Several of the french Inhabitants have also written to France and made 
strong Remonstrances against taking Possession, during the present 
unsettled State of Things in the Colony. It is, therefore, imagined that 
immediate Directions will be sent out, by the new Government, to sus- 
pend the delivery of the Spanish part, until some favourable Change 
shall take Place. Should such orders be given it will be impossible for 
the General in Chief to take Possession, even 'tho' he should wish to 
do it by Force. The Spaniards are too numerous, and too much opposed 
to the Domination of the Blacks, to render such a measure practicable. 

Genl. Toussaint, supposing that there would be no Difficulty in 
obtaining the immediate Delivery of Santo Domingo, had sent an armed 
Schooner from the Cape with 70 white Soldiers, to serve as a Garrison 
for that Place, under the Command of Genl. Age. This Vessel being 
met near Porto Plata by his brittanic Majestys Frigate Alarm, was cap- 
tured, and the Troops put on shore at Monte Christi. This Accident 
will serve as another Retardation of the General in Chief's Plans. The 
Troops cannot march in Safety by Land, and as the English have now 
got Intelligence of his Designs on the Spanish Part of the Island, that 
Portion of it will be so closely invested, that nothing will be suffered 
to pass to it by Sea. 

I have not had the Honor of receiving any of your Dispatches since 
those dated J any. 18th. As considerable Alterations have taken Place 
in the Sentiments and conduct of the leading Chiefs, as far as relates 
to France, I would wish to have your Instructions how to proceed. I 
have the Honor to remain with the most perfect Respect and Esteem, 

Dear Sir 
Your most obedt: Servt: 
Edward Stevens 
The Hon. Timothy Pickering 

etc : etc : etc : 
[Endorsed:] Edward Stevens. 28 May 1800. 

Reed. 20 June 

XVIII. Stevens to John Marshall, Secretary of State. 

(Copy) 

Cape Francois August 2d 1800. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you that recent official Accounts from 
General Toussaint announce the entire Pacification of the Southern 
Parts of this Colony. 

Rigaud having been vanquished in every successive Engagement, his 
ammunition and military stores being entirely expended and the impor- 
tant District of Jeremie having declared in favor of the General in 
Chief, he has listened to the terms proposed to him and consented to 
retire' from the Island in a short time. A suspension of Arms has of 
course taken place and General Toussaint is by this time in possession 
of Aux Cayes, and every part of the Western Peninsula. This Intelli- 
gence is of so much importance that I lose no time in communicating 
it to you for the President's information. The termination of the de- 
structive Civil War which has so long raged in this Colony will open 
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an additional number of Ports to the American Commerce. Should the 
President deem it expedient to renew the Intercourse with those ports 
of the Island of St. Domingo which are not included in his late Procla- 
mation, I beg leave to assure you, Sir, that it may be now done with 
safety and advantage. 

As soon as I shall receive positive Information of the departure of 
Rigaud and the reestablishment of Tranquility in the Department, he 
formerly commanded, I shall not fail to give you the earliest Intelli- 
gence of it. 

I have the honor to remain with the highest Respect and Consideration, 
Sir, 

Your Most Obedt. Servt. 

Edward Stevens 
[Endorsed:] Edward Stevens. 2 Augt. 1800. 

Reed. 8 Septr. 

XIX. Stevens to Secretary Marshall. 

Cap Francois Sep: 10th: 1800. 
Sir. 

Since I had the Honor of addressing you last the most perfect Tran- 
quility has been restored to this Colony. The Cultivators of the South 
have been recalled to their respective Plantations, the various civil 
Administrations reorganised, and the most effectual Measures adopted 
for the future Peace and good order of that Department. Agriculture 
and Commerce begin to revive. The late civil War being totally extin- 
guished, the Attention of the General in Chief has been, altogether, 
turn'd towards the Establishment of such wise and salutary Regulations 
as must, eventually, tend to promote the Happiness and Prosperity of 
St: Domingo. He is extremely desirous that the Commerce of the U. 
States should be extended to the Ports of the South, and has earnestly 
entreated me to urge the President to open these new Sources of private 
Emolument and public Revenue, which are now offer'd to America. I 
have already taken the Liberty to suggest the Utility of such a Measure, 
and I beg Leave, Sir, to repeat, that should the President see no Impro- 
priety in acceding to it, I think it may be adopted, not only with Safety 
but Advantage. 

As General Toussaint has been invested by the Inhabitants of this 
Colony with the supreme Power, both civil and military, and has always 
evinced the most freindly Sentiments towards America, I should imagine 
that the present Moment is very favourable for obtaining from him 
such additional Privileges as would place our Commerce on a permanent 
and advantageous Footing. I shall be happy, Sir, to be honor'd with 
your Instructions on this Subject, and beg Leave to assure you, that 
they shall be executed with Fidelity, and that I shall let no Opportunity 
escape of promoting as far as I am able the real Interests of the U. States. 

I have the Honor to remain with the highest Consideration and 
Respect 

Sir 
Your most obedt : Servt : 
Edward Stevens 
The Hon: General Marshall 

etc: etc: etc: 
[Endorsement of duplicate:] Edward Stevens. 10th. Septr. 1800 

Reed. 13th. Octr. 



